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Lecrurs IX. 
Of some of the Diseases of Pregnancy. 

By the diseases of pregnancy, Gentlemen, 
you are to uoderstand those which arise 
from pregnancy as their cause, or which, 
from their accidental connexion with ges- 
tation, require a modified form of treatment, 
and of some of these I now proceed to treat. 

Among the diseases, which are either re- 
ferred to pregnancy, or which require a mo- 
dified treatment in consequence of their con- 
nexion with it, one, not the least trouble- 
some, is the irritability of the bowels and sto- 
mach, producing, in the earlier and middle 
months, both vomitings and purgings. Some- 
tumes both those symptoms.are occurriug to- 
gether, but more frequently they alternate ; 
where there is diarrhaa, there may be less 
excitement of the stomach, and there may 
be vomitings Mehere the diarrhcea is sus- 
pended. In those cases, in which there is 
much irritability of the stomach and bowels, 
of course the patient becomes a good deal re- 
duced by it, and she may die perfectly ex- 
hausted in consequence of the inanition, 
produced by the vomitings and purgings, 
aad the incapability of taking food ; or again, 
when much reduced, she may be carried off 
by a flooding, occurring, perhaps, during 
premature delivery. 

It is not always in our power to put a stop 
to these vomitings and purgings ; but, by re- 
sorting to the following measures, I think 
we may, in many inst : duct our 
cases to a favourable termination, In the 
first place, then, if suspicious that there is 
any thing offensive and irritating in the sto- 
mach and bowels, ascertain whether this be 
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so or not; and if there is; be careful to pu- 
rify the stomach and bowels by some mild 
evacuants.—Chamomile tea, watm water, 
ipecacuanha, and so on, may be used, if 
emetics seem proper ; and of the milder lax- 
atives, you may employ manna, senna, rhu- 
barb, and the like; or if you wish to purge 
more actively, perhaps senna and salts may 
be preferred. 

Again, itis very desirable that you should 
diminish the irritability of the stomach and 
bowels. The irritability of the bowels is 
sometimes restrained by means of the mis- 
tura creta, the confectio tica, the pre- 
parations of opium, of kino, of catechu, of 
hematoxylor, all in their operative doses. 
Where there is a great deal of irritability of 
the stomach, the eflervescing draught, strong 
coffee, opium, charcoal powder—perhaps, 
too, that potent agent, the hydrocyanic, may 
be advantageously tried. An invaluable re- 
medy in gastric irritability is the efferves- 
cing draught ; four scruples of the citric acid, 
dissolved in five ounces of water, may be 
put into one bottle, and five scruples of the 
carbonate of potass, in four ounces of dis- 
tilled water, may be put into another ; then 
a table spoowful of the solution from each 
of those bottles respectively, when put io- 
gether, will effervesce smartly, and may be 
taken in this condition every half hour, for 
several times in succession, unless the vo- 
miting previously cease. Often the first 
two or three quantities will be thrown up, 
but the medicine must not, on that account, 
be rejected in a pet. Opium is not very 
effectual in cases of this kind, when taken 
into the stomach. A piece of lint, dipped 
into the tincture of opium, and laid over the 
scrobiculus cordis, has appeared to me, in 
some cases to be of great apparent service ; 
it is recommended by Heberden. 

It seems, @ priori, not very probable that 
powdered charcoal can be of use in these 
cases, but learning from a friend that, in the 
hospital at New York it had been tried in 
vomiting, with advantage, | was induced to 
give it an essai, and | can at least aver that 
I have seen no ill effects from it, not to add 
that it has seemed to be of real efficacy. The 
method of administering it, is in the torm of 
a very fine powder, 20 grains every two or 
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three hours, till it has produced an effect.| it is not to her nourishment, but an emetic’ 
I ought to observe, that it makes the stools | Now if, under these circumstances, she will 
very black. Of hydrocyanic acid | have had|remain for a few days, two or three, for 
very little experience in these cases. Some | example, without food, the irritability of the 
of my medical! friends think it of much ef- | st h may subside somewhat ; and food 
ficacy in quieting the stomach, and 1 would,| afterwards given with caution, may be re- 
therefore, recommend it to your attention. tained. And here it is worth your know- 
Recollect, however, that the remedy is not ing,—as, no doubt, most of you do know,— 
Without its dangers, and beware. Five or) that when you wish the patient to abstain 
six minims in the day I would not rashly| from taking food into the stomach, she may 
exceed. be supported by nutrient injections into the 
If there is an inflammation about the con-| bowels. By my friend, Dr. Hull, of Man- 
junctiva of the eye, there is an irritability chester, a case is narrated, in which a hypo- 
of the other parts of the organ ; if there is | chondriae, cutting his throat with a razor, 
an inflammation of the inner membrane, the | inflicted a wound on the xsophagus, with- 
bladder and the urethra become irritable ;| out, however, destroying life. By the ad- 
and, in like manner, the stomach and bowels! vice of this distinguished practitioner the pa- 





become irritable also, in consequence of! 
flammation of the membranes which line 
them. That such is the state of the mu- 
cous tunic of these parts, you may sus- 
pect, if the tongue is red and swelled; 
if the evacuations are emitted with im- 
petuosity, and with heat at the anus; 
or if, lastly, the pulse is at 100 or 105, 
and the abdomen is somewhat tender under 
the touch. When the irritability of the 
bowels is caused by inflammation of the 

memb , it may, perhaps, be cut 
short by the antipblogistic plan, more espe- 
cially by applying leeches to the abdomen, 
to be followed by a large blister, the practi- 
tioner not forgetting cautious venescetion. 
The cases which are the best adapted for 
this sort of treatment are those in which 
.you have the symptoms here enumerated, 
and where the patient, though still labouring 
under the disease, has a moderate share of 
strength remaining. 1 was requested by my | 
friend, Mr. Sterry, to see a patient who had } 








tient abstained entirely from food to be taken 
into the stomach, — durirg three whole 
weeks, he was supported entirely by nu- 
trients injected into the bowels. Hildanus 
has reported the case of a woman who, from 
irritability of tie stomach, rejected all food 
during a space of five weeks ; but she was 
supported the whole time in the way above 
intimated, being cured, and becoming, at 
Jength, the mother of a vigorous infant. 

By Dr. Friend, in his eloquent letter to 
Dr. Mead, another case is recorded, in 
which, from a stricture in the esophagus, the 
food was prevented from entering the gas- 
tric cavity into the stomach; and, in this 
case, it is added that, for weeks together, 
the patient, a robl , Was supported in 
the manner mentioned by Hildanus. In 
short, when the bowels are not very irrita- 
ble, and you wish the stomach to be per- 
feetly quiet, you have it in your power to 
supersede the operations of this organ, for 
days, or even weeks, in succession, by a 





a good deal of irritability of the stomach, | judicious administration of intestinal nutri- 
commencing in the middle period of preg-| tion. Preparation of eggs, strong broth, or, 


nancy, and continuing till after her delivery. | 
When I saw her, there were about ten or 
twelve watery evacuations in the course of 
the day, the tongue was swelled and red, 
the anus was sore, there waz tenderness and 
heat about the abdomen, and the pulse was 
about 100 in the minute. In this case, or- 
diaary remedies having failed, about twelve 
leeches were applied to the abdomen ; other 
remedies had been tried, without effect; a 
large vesication was afterwards produced, 
and the cure, of consequence, was sudden 
and complete. The evacuations became 
more so)! iu a few days; and this woman, 
who seemed to be in great danger of sink- 
ing under the discharges from the alimen- 
tary tube, was completely re-established, 
and afterwards became the mother of ano- 
ther child. 

There isa third method of treatment, 
from which great advantage bas sometimes 
been derived, and that is abstinence. Where 
the woman throws up every thing she takes, 





perhaps, the serum of animals, may be found 
to auswer the purpose, as well as most 
kinds of nourishment; but I have had but 
small experience here. 

Again, should all these remedies fail, you 
have yet another, and that is the induction 
of premature delivery; for, when delivery 
occurs, there is reason to hope that this vo- 
miting will cease. In determining on the 
use of this remedy, however, remember, in 
the first place, that, if the woman is very 
much reduced, there is always a danger in 
these cases, lest the patient should sink un- 
der accidental flooding; this ought to be 
mentioned to the friends before the opera- 
tion is performed, Further, provided the 
delivery be brought on before the comple- 
tion of seven months and a fortnight, the 
child will frequently die, but if after the 
seventh month and a fortnight complete, it 
may be expected to live; and, therefore, 
when the remaining strength of the woman 
permits, it way be better todelay the deli- 
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ill this term is completed. Nor, in 
e thi , is it to be forgotten, that, 


here eo delivery is thus brought 
on, children are often presenting preterna- 
turally,—the leg or the nates, the arm or 
the shoulder, being placed over the centre of 
the pelvis, instead of the vertex ; nor that 
the child may perish, under the best ma- 

my t, in of this unfavour- 

When, from irritability of the stomach 
and bowels, women are in a high degree of 
weakness, it becomes of great importance 
to nourish the system ; and this, provided all 
or the greater part of the food takea by the 
mouth be rejected by the stomach, is by no 
means a very easy task. In cases of ex- 
treme emaciation, in consequence of this 
gastric or intestinal irritability, you will 
not suppose thet I design rashly to advise 
you to nourish the patient by the injection 
of blood into the vessels ; 1 cannot, how- 
ever, forbear remarking on this occasion, 
that this mode of treatment is not alto- 
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stomach, and ascertain at what part of the 
four-and-twenty hours the irritability ap- 
pears to be the least excited, in order that 
the food may be, at these times, adminis- 
tered. Again: solids may sometimes be 
retained by the stomach, where fluids, which 
give rise to more dilatation, may be speedily 
thrown off ; and therefore you should ascer- 
tain, from observations, which of those two 
kinds of nourishment may suit best with 
the gastric cavity. Solids have the advan- 
| tage of lying in a smaller compass, within 

that compass they contain a much larger 
| supply of nourisiiment, nor are they so apt 
to produce gas. To these two remarks you 
may adda third, which is, that much de- 
pends, in cases of irritability of the stomach, 
upon the mere bulk of the food taken. A 
woman, may, perhaps, be able“to bear two 
or three table-spoonfuls of some fluid, as 
milk, for example, where she would not be 
able to bear half a pint. Now it is to be 
recollected, that if your patient is lying 
quiet in bed, a very small quantity of nou- 





gether impracticable. I ber once, 
many years ago, taking a dog, and nourish- 
ing the animal for three entire weeks, 
merely by means of blood, which was in- 
jected into the external jugular vein; every 


day, or every other day, several ounces were 
injected, and, in this manner, without the 
help of of 

y 


food, the system was sustained ; 
water only was allowed this dog; and, 
though repeated observations were made, it 
is remarkable, that no voracity of appetite 
could be observed, during his three weeks’ 
abstinence. 

I have observed to you already, that 
where the stomach fails altogether, the 
system may, to appearance, be supported by 
intestinal injections ; nor must we ever lose 
sight of this; every four or five hours, in 
cases of this kind, the injections may be 
thrown up, say to the measure of six or 
eight ounces ; and, in those cases in which 
the rectum is irritable, perhaps its reten- 
tive power may be d by opi by 
the small measure of the injection, and by 
the cautious manner in which it is infused. 
Reid’s excellent syringe answers admirably 
for these purposes. 

But wherever the stomach is not totally 
disabled from acting, gastric nourishment 
is, I think, to be decidedly preferred, and 
the following hints may not be without 
their use. Throughout the whole four-and- 
twenty hours, the stomach may not be 
— irritable ; and thus some may beer 
nouri t in the earlier, some in 
middle, and some in the latter period of the 
day; the tendency to ing vomiting, 
during pregnancy, is notorious toall. Now, 
in patients ing under the disease 
which we are now considering, you ought 
carefully to inquire into the atate of the 
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risk t, either of solid or fluid, may be 
amply sufficient to support the system. Ac- 
cordingly, patients lying in bed, who could 
not bear the larger quantities of food with- 
out rejecting them, have done very well, 
when they have merely taken two or three 
table-spoonfuls of milk every three or four 
hours. In their state of quiescence, this 
nourishment was enough. 

Causes.—Upon the more immediate causes 
of irritability of the stomach and bowels, in 
these cases, it is not my design to enlarge ; 
for, on the subject of proximate causes, 
though important, we are all apt to talk 
nonsense, but the following hints may not 
be misplaced. A principal disposing cause 
to the disease, seems to be pregnancy in so 
much, that though we find the disease, it is 
true, continuing sometimes after delivery, 
yet, generally, it is relieved by it. Preg- 
nancy may be supposed to operate by a sort 
of sympathy subsisting between the stomach 
and bowels upon the one hand, and the 
gravid uterus, and its appendages, upon the 
other; and by sympathy here, 1 mean, as on 
all occasions whea I use this term, a combi- 
nation of unseen causes, whereby an im- 
pression on one part is enabled to operate on 
another, with which it has no obvious con- 
nexion in the way of cause and effect, and 
which causes may certainly not the less exist 
and operate, although we are unable to point 
out distinctly in what they consist ; like the 
| principle of gravity, their existence and ope- 





the | rations may be demonstrated by facts and 


observations. 

In some cases of gastric and intestinal 
irritability, certainly the disease seems to 
be kept up by mere irritability of the sur- 
face of the bowels, and of the stomach, in- 
dependently of any inflammatory excite- 
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ment ; but though this may be true, I am{absorption. But besides the ordinary re- 
persuaded, that what I stated before will! medies proper in dropsical affections, I 
be found to be correct, in many cases, | should, in these cases, feel strongly disposed 
numely, that the irritability of the stomach | to make trial of blood letting, first, because, 
and bowels, is itself sometimes re‘errible to as a matter of observation, I thiok I have 
@ certain inflammatory state, which exists| seen it useful, and, secondly, because I 
in the mucous membrane ; and of this 1 am | strongly suspect, that those effusions are not 
the more persuaded, because in dissection I | produced by debility of the woman, but 
have found in children, labouring under a| rather by an increased action of the exha- 
similar affection, the marks of inflammation, | lent vessels, approaching to inflammation. 
or of incipient ulceration on the intestinal | If, indeed, a woman is very pale and thin, 
surface, to be seen, indeed, in this prepara-| and weak, and apparently of dropsical dia- 
tion, Redness of the tongue, soreness and | thesis, the dropsy may be considered as 
heat of the anus, sub-obscure tenderness of | accidental, rather than the result of preg- 
the abdomen, and a pulse of 105 or 110 in ancy; and I should not be inclined to re- 
the minute, all sometimes observed—strong- | commend the lancet here ; but if a patient, 
ly tend to confirm our suspicions of an in- previously in the full vigour of health, be- 
flammatory irritation. | comes impregnated, and afterwards in the 
Effusions of water during pregnancy, are not | early, or middle, or even in the latter period 
uncommon in women, even when in high | of gestation, is suddenly seized with effu- 
health. Of these effusions, the most fre-| sion, I should consider that the use of the 
» wage is, edema of the limbs, sometimes of | lancet was proper enough. Burns, who has 
@ right leg, sometimes of the left, occa- | written so well on midwifery, has, I think, 
sionally of both, and more or less exten-| made the same observation. 
sively, for the disease may be confined to| There is, too, yet another remedy peculiar 
the ancles merely, or it may reach to the| to this form of dropsy, and not to be lost 
knees. But besides this edema, which is so | sight of, and that is, the delivery of the 
frequent and unattended with any danger,| woman; for the disease being connected 
there is a dropsical affection which is no- | with pregnancy, and evidently of danger, in 
ticed by others, and which I have myself! the more pressing cases, we are justified in 
seen in two cases, where the woman, during bringing the gestation to a close as soon as 
pregnancy, has a tendency toa general ef-|may be. Now in the middle and latter 
fusion, water exuding in all the principal) months, this acceleration of delivery may be 
parts of the body, the legs, the arms, the pe- accomplished without any greater risk than 
ritoneal sac, the chest, the head ; the dis- | would be justifiable under the given circum- 
ease sometimes predominating in one part, stances, by introducing a proper instru- 
of the body, and sometimes in another ;| ment along the neck and mouth of the womb, 
but all the principal parts being affected at| puncturing those membranes, and discharg- 
once. Nor am I speaking here of general ing the water, all which might be done with- 
dropsies arising from shattered health, and out the introduction of more than one or 
combining with pregnancy by a mere acci- | two fingers, for as to the forcing a delivery 
dental (concurrence ; but of those general in these cases, by turning, or instruments ; 
dropsies, in the course of her gestation, which | in the present state of knowledge, this is 
saay assail the woman, though in all other | quite out of the question. 
respects she appear to be healthy enough,| A woman, of vigorous constitution enough, 
nor in any way the probable subject of such ' (for I will relate one or two illustrative m- 
an attack. Now where the patient labours | stances,) was seized, during pregnancy, with 
under ordinary edema of the legs, the dis-| general effusion; parturition, however, 
ease is of no importance ; but where, which | came on, and the complaint ceased. Be- 
seldom happens, the effusion is general, as| coming pregnant again, she was a second 
in the case under consideration, there is| time seized with an effusion, which took place 
much to be apprehended; for the water in the legs, the chest, and the abdomen. A 
may accumulate so largely, as to interrupt | very eminent practitioner was called in con- 
the great functions of the body, and in that | sultation with myself in this case ; nothing 
manner destroy life. very active was attempted ; we did not see 
Treatment.—If a patient labour under one | our way clearly to bloodletting; the water 
of those general effusions of dangerous| continued to accumulate, and the woman 
consequences, of course your treatment | ultimately died, apparently from hydrotho- 
should not be inactive. The most power- | rax. Now here is acase, then, which illus- 
ful hydropic remedies, including elate-| trates the danger of those effusions oceur- 
rium, you are justified in using; you will ring during pregnancy, say in the earlier or 
find this to have a various effect ia different | middle months, even in women, to appear- 
patients ; 8 or 10, or 12, or 14 watery eva- | ance, of very vigorous constitution. Some- 
euations being sometimes produced by one-| time afterwards, I was called to another 
sixth of a grain, and powerfully promoting | patient, also of a constitution tolerably 
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DISEASES OF PREGNANCY. 421 
sound; in this case, effusion of water had| women, but in the lower orders of large 
taken place into the legs, the abdomen, and| number ; and, in this town, at least, not 
probably the head ; for at the time when I saw | wholly averse to debauchery, these syphi- 
her she was insensible, and had occasion- | litic pregnancies are of occasional occur- 
ally convulsive fits. This woman was very | reoce, though still, perhaps, on the whole, 
freely bled to the amount of 40 or 50 ounces not very common. 

at least, in the course of two or three hours;| 1 have not ascertained, by my own obser- 
premature delivery was intended, but par- | vations, that the administration of mercury, 
turition came on of itself in the course of|in cases of pregnancy, has a tendency to 
the four-and-twenty hours; the next day | bring on the premature expulsion of the 
I found the patient a great deal better ;/ovum ; but such is the opinion which has 
the day afterwards she was so much im-| been held by men who are very competent 
proved, that she appeared to be in a state of |to decide on the point; andl have heard 
speedy convalescence ; unfortunateiy, how- | our surgical Coryphus, Sir Astley Cooper, 
ever, she was seized with the puerperal fever, assert, that in the wards of this hospital, 
a complaint very prevalent and fatal at the |in former days, the administration of mer- 
time, and though she was in the hands of a|cury in the higher doses, agreeably to the 
very excellent practitioner, she sunk under | ancient practice, has been observed by the 
the disease. Her improvement under the | sisters to induce miscarriage, at least where 
dropsical attack had been so great, that J | aptitude existed. The admivistration of mer- 
had taken my leave of her; nor did 1 see | cury, therefore, in cases of pregnancy in 
her under the puerperal fever, till some | the earlier or middie mouths, must be used 
three or four hours before she expired. Now | With corresponding caution. 

here is a second case, in which you have an| In modera surgery, there are three prin- 
example of a patient on the whole tolerably | cipal modes ia which syphilis is treated ; by 
healthy, seized under pregnancy with a ge- | the fuller action of mercury—by its milder 
nerel effusion, productive of the most alarm- | actuon—and by remedies of which mercury 
ing symptoms ; in this case, too, you have |forms no part. If the latter remedies are 
an example of the effectual relief derived really as efficacious as it is contended, and 
from the active use of the lancet, and the as all who wish well to mankind have rea- 
evacuation of the uterus ; therefore, it seems, | Son to desire, these remedies would be pe- 
that, in addition to the ordinary remedies of | culiarly fitting in gestation ; and surely in 
dropsy, the abstraction of blood, and the in- | syphilitic pregnancy, if not in syphilis 
duction of premature delivery, are, in these | generally, the milder mercurial action is to 
cases, the principal remedies, and on them, | be preferred to the violent; and instead of 
without neglecting other measures, I should | Salivating the patient, you ought to content 
feel strongly disposed to rely. | yourselves with producing merely a sore- 


But what isto be done in those slighter | 
attacks of sickness, or dropsy, during preg- | 
nancy, of more ordinary occurrence, for the | 
more active practices cannot be required 
here? why, in the cedema of the legs, a 
bandage, a laced stocking, a little purging, 
the horizontal posture, patience, time, and 
delivery, will be of service, and in edema of 
the labia, pressure with a I bandage, and | 
compress. In both cases, puncture of the | 
skin might be serviceable, but | never yet 
found it ne€essary. In morning sickness, | 
time, patience, and the advance of the preg- 

aney beyond the fourth month, will usually 
cure the disease: bleediag from the arm) 
may be useful to the plethoric; the hori- 
zoutal posture is proper to prevent the bear 
ing of the uterus. If any offensive smell, or | 
other obvious cause, excite the stomach, this | 
should be intercepted. Dr. Lowder had a) 
patient who was effectually relieved, by re- 
moving from the factory of her husband, a 


ness of the mouth. 

Again: there are two ways in which the 
mercurial action may be managed in the 
syphilis of pregnancy—i mean, either in 
such manner as may completely cure the 
disease, by extinguishing or destroying the 
poison, or in such manner, as may effec- 
tually check any pressing symptoms under 
which the patient may labour, so as to sus- 
pend and mitigate their violence; the 
remedy being laid aside, when this pur- 
pose has been obtained, to be resumed aiter- 
wards, should the symptoms require it. If 
a woman were in health, and net prone to 
miscariiage, I should be inclined to give 
the mercury, if I began it at all, in such 


}quantities as to destroy the poison alto- 


gether; but in women more weakly, and 
who have repeatedly aborted betore, the 
best indication of an aptitude to these ex- 
pulsions, 1 should incline to try the ad- 
ministration of mercury in smal!er quantities, 





coach-maker, for when she became preg- | aud in suspensive doses, as it is our duty to 
nant, the smell of the paint continually ex- save the child, if circumstances will permit ; 
Cited the stomach. jalways, however, in British midwifery, re- 

Syphilis, in connexion with pregnancy, is, | collecting the maxim, that the life and Lealth 
so fur as 1 know, not to be found among the | of the woman are paramount to every other 
upper and middle ranks of our country-j consideration. This suspensory practice, 
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however, it must be owned, is both difficult 
and delicate. 
Ifa delivery occur after seven months and 
a fortnight, should the child be duly taken 
care of, it may live ; if, however, on the 
other hand, the parturition occurs before 
this term is completed, it may be no easy 
task to rear it; and, certainly the earlier 
and the younger the fetus, the smaller the 
chance of its surviving. Now this is a 
principle, of which you ought to avail your- 
selves, in treating syphilitic affections by 
mercury ; and if you have an option, you 
endaly ought to delay—I do not say the 
mercury, but the ptyalism, till the seventh 
month and a fortnight are completed ; so 
that if the child be expelled, it may still 
live ; and the longer you delay your mercu- 
rial action on the system, the greater will 
be the chance of survival, should premature 
expulsion occur. Nor can I accede to the 
opinions of those, who think that if mer- 
cury is to be given, it should rather be 
given in the earlier period of gestation, 
under the fear, that if delivery should occur 
while the patient is in a state of salivation, 
ill consequences may be produced by it. 
You will remember, in the present mode of 
administering mercury for syphilis, the 
remedy is much less violent in its opera- 
tion, than when given according to former 
maxims. In the general, I believe, (but 
you, as surgeons, must decide this,) it is 
quite sufficient to produce, and to keep 
up for six or eight weeks, or a little 
longer, a decided soreness of the mouth, 
produced, for example, by the hydrarg. cum 
creta. Now, I will not say that a high 
state of salivation, concurrent with delivery, 
might not give rise to some danger, though 
Ido not know of any ill consequences that 
have ensued in such cases, for opportuni- 
ties of observing are not frequent ; but I am 
satisfied that there is no immediate danger 
resulting from a slight soreness of the 
mouth, which is all that may be requisite, 
in order to subdue the syphilitic affection. 
With respect, therefore, to the use of mer- 
cury in cases of syphilis, these ere my 
pi in 'y : as mercury is liable 
to —_— miscarriage, use it with caution, 
and soreness of the mouth is, in all cases, to 
be preferred to an active ptyalism ; in all 
cases, mercury ought to be used sparingly ; 
but caution is more especially necessary, if 
the aptitude to miscarriage be manifest 
erg a disposition to miscarriage is 
own to exist, it is desirable not to induce 
the soreness, before the seven months and 
the fortnight are accomplished, as the child, 
if expelled prematurely, can scarcely be 
expected to survive ; yet should the seca- 
rity of the mother demand an earlier ad- 
ministration of the remedy, her safety must 
be made paramount to every other con- 
sideration. 








When we meet with syphilis, in con- 
unction with p cy, we are, of course, 
ed to inquire, whether much benefit might 
not be derived from any other anti-syphilitic. 
And the vitric acid has been so much re- 
commended, that it ought not to be over- 
looked. Of the efficacy of this remedy, I 
forbear to pass a personal opinion; but I 
will give you the sentiments of a man of 
large opportunities, and very capable of 
judging—I mean the late Mr. Pearson. He 
says, that in using the nitric acid, he has 
found that the primary symptoms were not 
ae cured—trarely, however, per- 
manently, for they were apt to return, and 
yet sometimes even permanently. He says 
further, that where patients have been la- 
houring under the secondary symptoms of 
the disease, the primary symptoms have 
sometimes been cured altogether, and the 
secondary have sometimes been cured also, 
but for a time only. He adds, respecting 
the acid, that it seems to improve the 
strength, and that it may be given in con- 
junction with the mercury, but that this 
combination does not diminish the quantity 
of the mercury, which may be necessary for 
the cure. Now these are properties which 
may very reasonably recommend the acid to 
your attention, in the cases under our con- 
sideration ; if it will sometimes cure the pri- 
mary symptoms—if it will, in many cases, 
really suspend the sy , both primary 
and secondary, even for a few weeks only, 
cases of syphilitic pregnancy may now and 
then occur, in which it may do effective ser- 
vice, in place of a less desirable, though a 
more certain, remedy. 

In cases of syphilis, we have been ad- 
vised to make use of the woods, guaiacum, 
mezereon, sassafras, and particularly the 
compound decoction of sarsaparilla, In 
this country, the woods have, I believe, 
been very generally rejected by the regular 
practitioner as cures for the affection, though 
an opinion is again gaining ground, that 
syphilis may be cured without mercury— 
certainly good news for the human race, In 
the warmer climate, the woods, it has been 
surmised, may be of greater effect ; and, 
owing to a greater virulence in the disease, 
they may lose their effect in the colder cli- 
mates; for there is a lurking suspicion that 
the venereal poison becomes more violent 
in our colder altitudes, than in ‘those re- 
gions which lie nearer the line. Now, if it 
really be the case, that the woods possess a 
greater power in the warmer countries, if 
any of you should be practising in the East 
Indies, for instance, as many of our coun- 
trymen do, it might, perhaps, be worthy our 
while to give a fuller trial to the woods 
there, though I deem it right to add that, 
by Mr. Mansell, who has practised much in 
the Indian Peninsula, 1 am informed that in 
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syphilis, mercury is the remedy on which 
European practitioners rely. 

In the syphilis of pregnancy, there is 
another palliative which deserves our atten- 
tion, and that is the caustic. For itisa 
curious fact, that the malignity of the local 
poison of the chancre is so great, that if 
left to itself, it will go on committing its 
ravages, till at length it has destroyed the 
genitals toa great extent, and yet the whole 
of this malignant topical power resides in 
a mere film of structure, probably not thicker 
than the finger nail, so that if you can but 
get down, through this structure, upon a 
healthy organisation, you may obtain a com- 
plete cure of the disease ; the constitution 
remains affected still, but topically the dis- 
ease may be cured. Now, for this pur- 
pose, the destruction of the morbid orga- 
nization, the stronger caustics may be 
employed ; but I have myself seen, by 
means of lunar caustic applied ten or fifteen 
times, such a complete destruction of these 
morbid films as occasioned a complete ci- 
catrisation, Now, in a woman labouring 
under chancre, small and manageable, it 
would be for your consideration, whether 
you had not better heal by caustic, and 
refrain from the use of the mercury un- 
til the latter months, or till delivery was 
effected, when you might have recourse 
to such administration of the mercury as 
would completely destroy the disease in 
the constitution. A friend of my own was 
telling me, some two or three years ago, 
that in the early period of his life, being 
seized with a chancre, he thought to heal it 
by the application of caustic ; he attacked 
the disease very early, indeed on its very 
first appearance, and he had persuaded him- 
self that it was completely subdued by this 
treatment, but, though the ulcer healed, in 
nine months afterwards he was seized by a 
regular attack of constitutional symptoms ; 
the disease appeared on his skin, throat, | 
and nose, and he was obliged to use mer- 
cury very largely, not without fumigation, 
to get rid of this troublesome affection. This 
case proves, what, probabiy, you all knew 
before you entered the theatre, that though 
you may heal a chancre by caustic, even 
when the first speck of ulceration is mani- 
fested, still you cannot prevent the consti- 
tution from being affected; but observe, 
what is here to our point, namely, that 





where a chancre is healed in this manner, 
the disease may lie, to all appearance, | 
quiet in the system for nine months, per- 
haps, in some cases, for a longer time ; and, 
in the syphilis of pregnancy, to gain time | 
is a point of primary importance ; for, by 
this means, we may be enabled to pro- 
crastinate the use of mercury till after deli- | 
very is accomplished, or, at all events, be- 
yond the term of seven months and a fort-| 


night, that critical period of gestation 
which gives sufficient strength to the foetus 
to enable it to support an independent ex- 
istence. When the mother is infected with 
syphilis, the fatus may be affected also; 
but this subject has been considered before. 
It is not to gonorrhea, but to the chancrous 
form of the venereal disease, that the pre- 
ceding remarks are designed to refer. 
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DOUBLE UTERUS, AND DOUBLE IMPREGNA- 
TION. 


L, B., xtat. 30, of a robust constitution, 
had been in labour for two days, when Dr. 
Geiss, who describes the case, was sent for. 
He observed that the pains were confined to 
the right side, where the uterus reached 
almost to the true ribs, while, on the left 
side, it did not rise higher than the navel. 
The external genitals were regularly formed ; 
and it having been found that the shoulder 
presented, the operation of turning was re- 
sorted to, and a healthy female child ex- 
tracted. Soon after delivery, the right side 
of the abdomen collapsed, the left half re- 
taining its size. An hour after the birth of 
this child, the labour pains returned, and, 
on examination, it was found that, at the 
side of the os uteri, and quite distinct from 
it, there existed a circular opening, through 
which the distended membranes of another 
child protruded. It was a full-grown boy, 
and, after its birth, Dr. Geiss, having intro- 
duced his hand into the left cavity, con- 
vinced himself that it had no communication 
with the right half of the uterus, which ‘:ad 
already contracted. The left uterus con- 
tracted rather slowly, and the patient lost 
much blood from it. ‘'wo months after- 
wards, both children, as well as the mother, 
were perfectly healthy. Two years after- 
wards she was again delivered, but of one 
child only.—Rust's Magazine. 





TRANSFORMATION OF THE SUBSTANCE OF 
THE HEART INTO A FATTY Mass. 

A young girl, whose father had been affected 

with constitutional syphilis, had, until ber 

nineteenth year, enjoyed good health, when 


| she became subject to rheumatic pains, 


and to enlargement of the glands of the 
neck. It soon became evid-nt that she was 
affected with a chronic disease of the heart 
for she slept very little, and frequently 
started up in her sleep; the least exertion 
caused the greatest exhaustion, and even 
syncope; she complained of violent lanci- 
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nating pain in the left side of the thorax,’ 
incapability of lying on either side, a trou- 
blesome cough, with bloody expectoration, 
and a very oppressive burning sensatiou in 
the region of the heart. ‘he pulse was 
weak, frequent, and unequal; the extre- 
mities cold; the cheeks and fingers of a 
blue colour; the pulsations of the heart 
were very feeble, and could hardly be 
felt, &e. Stie died, after an illness of ten 
moaths. On opening the thoracic cavity, 
the lungs were found adherent to the pleura | 
and the pericardium, the internal surface of 
which was covered with whitish yellow, 
solid filaments, about one-third of an inch 
in length, and some of them attached to 
the heart, {the external surface of which | 
was also covered with villous excrescences, 
and two-thirds of its substance were changed | 
into a fatty mass of a greyish yellow colour. 
‘The other organs were found healthy, with | 
the exception of the spleen, which was 
somewhat enlarged.— Heidel. klin. Annal. 





PRESERVATION OF LEECHES. 


M. Hamgre has, by the following method, 
succeeded in preserving leeches for a consi- 





PRESERVATION OF LEECHES. 


The indictment charged the prisoners 
with murder, The first charge preferred 
against Burke, accused him ofhaving, in the 
month of March, April, or May, 1828, in a 
house in Gibb’s Close, in the Canongate, in 
Edinburgh, murdered Mary Paterson or 
Mitchell, by placing or laying his body or 
person, or part thereof, over or upon the 
breast or person and face of Mary Paterson, 
when she was lying in the guid house in a 
state of intoxication. It then went on to 
charge him, that by the pressure thereof, 
aod by covering her mouth and nose with 
his body or person, and forcibly compress- 
ing her throat with his hands, and keeping 
her down, notwithstanding her resistance, 
or in some other way to the prosecutor un- 
known, preventing her from breathing, did 
suffocate or strangle her; and this the in- 
dictment charged him with doing, with the 
wicked aforethought intent of disposing of 
or selling the body to a physician or sur- 
geon, or some person in the employment of 
a physician or surgeon, as a subject for dis- 
section. 

The second count charged Burke with 
having, in September, October, or Novem- 

r, 1828, in a house in Tanner's Close, 


derable time :—They are kept in small bar-| Portsburgh, or Westera Portsburg, in or 
rels, the internal surface of which has been| near Edinburgh, attacked and assaulted 
reduced to charcoal, the bottom being co- | James Wilson, commonly called Daft Jamie, 
vered by sand, moss, and charcoal. In by leaping or throwing himself upon him, 
summer-time the water must be changed | when the said James Wilson was lying in 
every eight days ; during winter, it is sufti-| the said house, and that he having sprung 
cient to renew it every sixth week,-—Journ.| up, Burke did struggle with him, and did 
de Chim. Med. | bring him to the ground, and by laying his 

body or person across Wilson's face, and by 
| compressing his mouth, nose, and throat, 





did suffocate and strangle him in the same 


/manner that he murdered Mary Paterson, 


[From Tar Times of Monday.) 


THE LATE HORRIELE MURDERS IN EDIN- | 
BURGH, TO OBTAIN SUBJECTS FOR Dis- 
SECTION. 


— 


(Abridged from The Edinburgh Evening 
Courant of Thursday.) 


Tae High Court of Justiciary, at Edin-| 
burgh, proceeded on Wednesday to the trial 
of William Burke and Helen M* Dougal, in- 
dicted for murder. No trial that has taken 
place for a namber of years past, bas ex 
cited such an unusual and intense interest; 
all the doors and passages to the Court were 
besieged at on early hour before day-light, 
and it was with the greatest difficulty, and 
by the utmost exertions of a large body of 
police, that admission could be procured for 
those who were connected with the pro- 
ceedings. 

The Judges present, were the Lord 
Jestice Crers, Lord Piruritty, Lord 
Meravowsays, and Lord Mackenziz. 


and with the intent of disposing of his body 
for dissection. 

The third count charged Burke and Helen 
M‘ Dougal with having, in the month of 
September, October, or November, 1828, 
in the before-mentioned house in Ports- 
burgh, murdered Madgy, or Mary M‘Goose- 
gal, or Duffie, or Campbell, or Docherty, by 
suffocating and strangling her in the manner 
that Burke was charged with the murder of 
his two first-mentioned victims. It also 
charged them with the murder of Madgy, 
for the purpose of disposing of her body tor 


dissection. 
j 


In answer to the indictment, Burke sub- 
mitted that he was not bound to plead to, or 
to be tried upon a libel, which not only 
charged him with three unconnected mur- 
ders committed each at a different time, 
and ata different place, but also combined 
his trial with that of another person, who 
was not even alleged to have had any con- 
cern with two of the offences of which he 
was accused, On the merits of the case, he 
had only to state, that he was pot guilty ; 
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and he rested his defence on a denial of the! The Lorp-Apvocatr said he should pro 
facts set forth in the indictment. ceed upon the last charge, and therefore the 
Helen M‘Dougal made a similar defence. | woman must be detained, and put upon her 
Mr. P. Rosertson, in support of the de- trial with the man. 
fence, made a most eloquent addresstothe The prisoners were then called upon to 
Court, vn the evil of comprising so many plead, aud they said they were “ not guilty.” 
offences in one indictment. Such an accu-! The first witness proved the accuracy of 
mulation of charges was not consistent the plan of the house at Portsburgh, where 
either with the practice or the principles! Burke resided. 
of law. The three offences were totally! Mary Stewart proved having seen Madgy, 
separate and distinct ; they did not appear|or Margery Campbell, at Kdinburgh, in Oc- 
to have all formed a part of one foul and ne-| tober, and she said she came from Glasgow 
farious transaction, but they were com-/to look after her son; she afterwards saw 
mitted at different times and at different) her dead body at the police-office : she was 
places, and might have been done fur differ-| between 40 and 50 years old. 
ent ends—for private revenge, or for rob-| Charles M‘Lean gave similar testimony. 
bery. ‘The crime of murder incurred the William Noble, shopman to Mr. Rymer, of 
highest punishment of the law, and the dan-! Portsburgh, said that, on the 31st of Octo- 
ger to which the prisoner was exposed in|ber, a woman, similar in appearance to 
this junction of cases, even of having preju- | Margery Campbell, and who said her name 
dice excited against him in the minds of the| was Docherty, came to the shop asking 
Jury, who could not separate the evidence | charity ; Burke was in the shop, and, hear- 
applicable to one, from the evidence appli-! ing her name, he said she was some relation 
cable to another, and who could not fail, not-' of his mother’s, and he took the woman 
withstanding all the precautions that could | away with him, saying he would give her 
be adopted, to borrow evidence from one! breakfast. On the next day Burke pur- 
action, in order to convict upon another. | chased some groceries, and an old tea-box, 
The case of the other prisoner was even atthe shop. Witness added, that he had 
worse, She was brought to trial on a|seen a man named Hare in company with 
charge of murder, which was combined with | Burke, and Hare’s wife called for the tea- 
two other charges, with which she was not | box. 
alleged to have had the slightest connexion.; dan Black, or Connaway, who lived in 
The Lorp-Apvocate said, he had plnsed | Western Portsburgh, said that Burke and 
the woman in the same indictment with} M‘Dougal resided in the same house as 
Burke, in order that she might derive ad- herself. On the 3ist of October she saw 
vantage from it. If he had tried the other Burke enter his house, with a woman fol- 
prisoner first, the whole of the evidence ad- | lowing him; in the afternoon she went into 
duced on that trial, would have been pub- Burke's apartments, and saw the same wo- 
lished and universally read, and her case,|man sitting by the fire, supping porridge 
therefore, would not have been heard by the and milk ; she had scarcely any clothes on, 
Jury in an unprejudiced state. He thought! and they said they had been washing ; 
he was bound, in fairness to her, to include | M‘Dougal said that she was a Highland 
her in that indictment. He would consent, woman, a friend of her husband's; some 
since her advisers thought it beneficial to! time after dark the woman appeared very 
her, to delay putting her on her trial at pre-| intoxicated; Mr. and Mrs. Hare came in 
sent. He, however, expressed his deter-| with a bottle of spirits before supper, and 
mination to proceed against Burke upon the | Hare insisted on drinking; they all tasted, 
indictment .for the three offences. The | and were merry; and Hare, Campbell, and 
murders were all committed within the last| M‘Dougal danced, between 10 and 11 
six months, They were all done in thejo’clock Burke came home, and a disturb- 
same place, and they were all charged as ance soon afterwards took place, as if Burke 
being done with the same intent, and Hare were fighting. In the morning 
The Dean or Facutty enforced the ar- witness asked M‘DVougal what had become 
guments of Mr. Robertson, and pointed out of the old woman, and she replied, that 
the great prejudice that would accrue to the Burke and her had been too friendly toge- 
prisoner from crowding into one indictment) ther, and she had kicked her out of the 
three separate acts of murder. j house ; adding, at the same time, “ Did 
Atter a short consultation, the Judges de-| you not hear it?’ She saw a bundle of 
livered their opinions seriatim, to the effect, straw at the bottom of the bed ; it had lain 
that the public prosecutor should select out there most of the summer, but it appeared 
of the three acts of murder, the one on which | to have been recently turned. 
he should go to trial; and with this undyr- Janet Laurie, or Law, who lived in the 
standing, that, if he failed in the first charge, same passage with the former witness, cor. 
the prisoner was not to complain that Le | roborated her statement. 
was again tried under another. | Hugh Alston, who lived in the same house 
‘ 





with Burke, heard a noise on the ni 
Sist of October, and a woman called out 
“murder!” he also heard a noise of two 
men, as if wrangling and struggling, and the 
‘woman crying ‘‘ murder!” That continued 
for about a minute, and then he heard a cry, 
as if a person had been strangled ; he heard 
no noise of struggling ; he was often alarmed 
by cries, and was afraid of fire, but never 
thought of murder; he returned a second 
time, and heard the sound of the men’s 
voices, who were speaking in a lower tone, 
and the woman had ceased crying ; he then 
went into his own residence. 

David Paterson, keeper of the museum 
belonging to Dr. Knox.—Knows the pri- 
soner by sight. Witness went home on the 
Sist of October, about twelve o'clock, and 
found Burke knocking at the door. He 
said to witness that he wished to see him 
at his house, and he accordingly went there 
with him. He found in it two men, includ- 
ing Burke. There might be more, but he 
did not recollect. ‘There were also two 
women. After he went in, Burke said he 
had procured something for the doctpr, and 
pointed to the head of a bed, where some 
straw was lying. The observation was made 
in an under voice, but not in a whisper. 
No observation was made by any of the 
other persons. Nothing was shown to wit- 
ness; but he understood, when Burke said 
he had red something for the doctor, 
that he alluded to a dead body. His words 
were, he had procured something, or there 
was something for the doctor, and he used 
the expression ‘‘ to-morrow.” There was 
a sufficiency of straw in the corner to have 
concealed a dead body. M*‘DVougal was one 
of the females. Witness sent his sister 
about nine next morning for Burke. (Wit- 
ness was here shown Hare and his wife, 
whom he identified as the other persons 
that were in the house along with Burke, 
on the Sist of October.) Burke came next 
morning about nine, and witness said, if he 
had any thing to give Dr. Knox, to take it 
to him, and settle with himself. He meant 
a subject to dispose of: and Burke went 
away. He saw him agein, in one of Dr. 
Knox’s rooms, in Surgeon’s-square, along 
with Hare, Mr. Jones, Dr. Knox's assistant, 
and the Doctor. Heard either Burke or 
Hare say they had a dead body, or subject, 
which they were to bring at night, and wit- 
ness was instructed by Dr. Knox to receive 
any package which they might bring. Wit- 
ness and Mr. Jones were in the way about 
seven o'clock, when Burke, Hare, and a 
porter, named M*Culloch, came with an old 
tea-chest. It was put into a cellar, the 
door locked, and Mr. Jones went to Dr. 
Knox’s house and informed him the men 
had brought what wasexpected. The men 


and the porter followed, or bad preceded | 





- HORRID MURDERS. 
t of | witness and Jones, for when he came ont 


he found them at the end of Newington, 
Dr. Knox gave witness 5l., which, to pre- 
vent disputes, he was to divide; and having 
gone to a house and obtained change, he 
laid the money op a table, and each. took 
his share, leaving the sum to the porter that 
had been bargained for. Five pounds was 
not the whole price understood to be paid ; 
the balance was to be paid on Monday, when 
Dr. Knox saw what had been brought. The 
price he believed generally was to be 8l., 
but ‘no bargain was made. On the Sunday 
morning, Lieutenant Patterson, of the po- 
lice, and Serjeant-Major Fisher, called on 
him, and he went with them ; opened the 
door of the cellar, and gave the package to 
them, which had been left the night before. 
It was given up in the same state in which 
it bad been left the night before. The 
package was fastened with ropes. He as- 
sisted in opening the box, which was found 
to contain’ the body of an elderly female, 
who did not appear to have been interred. 
The extremities were doubled up on the 
chest and thorax, The head was pressed 
down as if for want ofroom. At the request 
of the Lieutenant of Police, he examined 
the body externally, stretched on a table. 
The face was very livid, and blood flowing 
from the mouth. In his opinion the ap- 
pearance of the countenance indicated stran- 
gulation, or suffocation, by being overlaid, 
He found other external marks upon the 
body that would be supposed to cause 
death ; he was not present at the dissection 
of the body ; the eyes were not started, nor 
did the tongue hang out ; the head was a 
good deal pressed down for want of room ; 
observed no mark about the throat; the 
lips and nuse were dark-coloured, and a lit- 
tle tainted with blood. 

By the Dean of Facucty.—His reasons 
|for saying death had been caused by suffo- 
jaan was, that the blood, in a strangled 

or suffocated person, rises in the head, and 
| gives the face a livid appearance. He had 
seen the man Hare before, and knew that 
Dr. Knox bad dealings with him for the 
| procuring of dead bodies; he also had had 
dealings with Burke ; they seemed to act 
jointly ; had seen both assume the princi- 
_pal part; they frequently brought subjects 
to the lecture-rooms ; had heard of a class 
of persons who provided hodies which never 
wd geen interred; had known of young 
men attending poor patients who did give 
information of that fact to Dr. Knox, who 
handed over the direction to such persons 
to endeavour to make @ purchase; in one 
instance a note was given to himself, and 
he handed it to these men, but the purchase 
was not then made. 

James Gray and his Wife were next examined. 
—They said they were acquainted with the 
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and had lodged about five nights’ 

their house. They recollected the old 
woman coming there on the night of the 
Sist of October; and on the following 
morning M‘Dougal said she had been im- 
pudent, and they had turned ber out of 
doors. They, however, suspected that all 
was not right, and when Burke and M‘Dou- 
gal left the room they examined the straw, 
and found the body under it; there was 
blood on the face and about the mouth. 
They immediately took up their small bun- 
dies, and were quitting the house, when 
they met Mrs. Burke, to whom they men- 
tioned what they had seen. She told them 


to hold their tongues, and she would give | 


them @s, or 3s., and it might be worth 10/. 
per week. Gray replied, ‘* God forbid 
they should make money by dead people,” 
and immediately gave information to the 
police. 

John M'Cullock proved having been em- 
ployed by Burke to convey the body from 
his residence to Dr. Knox's house. It was 
taken out from among the straw, tied in a 
sheet, and put into the box. They had 
great difficulty in getting the body into the 
box ; they had to rack it to get it forced 
down. When he arrived at Surgeon-square 
with his load, he was joined by Burke and 
M‘ Dougal, and Hare and his wife. 

The police officers proved having appre- 
hended the prisoners, and fipding the dead 
body at Dr. Knox’s house. 

William Hure was next examined.—He 
was cautioned by Lord Meadowbank to speak 
truth. He said he understood he was called 
only as a witness in the case of the woman 
Campbell (he emphatically said, ** the old 
woman.”) Having been sworn in the com- 
mon form, he said he was a native of Ire- 
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gal. The old woman was washing her short 
gown ; it was white and striped. 
(Identified the bed-gown.) Witness re- 
mained in the house about five minutes, and 
then went home ; was in Connaway’s be- 
tween eight and nine o’clock on Hallowe'en 
night. There were Connaway ond his 
wife, William Burke, and John Broggan, 
and another lad whom he did not know, the 
old woman, Helen M‘ Dougal, and witness's 
wife. They had some drink there, Burke, 
Broggan, and the lad, went out; but witness 
remained later, and went into Barke’s, 
| leaving the old woman in Connaway's ; was 
|nut long there till Burke himself, and the 
old woman, came in. She was so much the 
worse of drink as hardly to be able to keep 
her feet. There was some dancing in Con- 
naway’s. At this time he did not think 
that any harm was to happen to the old 
woman that night. When in Burke’s, some 
words took place between him and witness, 
and blows ensued. He asked what had 
brought him there, and he replied he had 
been invited by M‘Dougal. While they 
were struggling, the old woman ran twice 
into the passage, and called out either 
** murder,” or ‘* police.” Helen M‘Dougal 
brought her back both times. While wit- 
jness and Burke were struggling, he (Hare) 
| pushed her over a stool ; she got up so as to 
{rest upon her elbow, but was so dronk as 
not to be able to regain her feet; she was 
always calling on Burke to quit fighting, 
and he did so: having stood for some 
mirutes on the floor, Burke stood stride 
| legs over her, and laid himself down above 
her—his breast being on her head; she 
gave a cry, and then moaned a little; he 
put one hand upon her nose and mouth, 
and the other under her chin, and stopped 














land, and had resided in this country about | her breathing; this was continued for ten 
ten years. He was asked if he were a/or fifteen minutes; he never spoke while 
Catholic? He answered, he was. He was| this was going on; after he had risen from 
then asked if he wished to be sworn in any | above her, he put his arm upon her mouth 
way? He said, he did not know ; be never | for some minutes; she appeared quite dead ; 
he Pe an oath before, and the form was | witness was sitting all the while on a chair ; 
all one, he supposed. he stripped the body of the clothes, put it 

The examination proceeded.—He had! into a corner, doubling it up, and covering 
been acquainted with Burke about a twelve- | it with straw ; witness’s wife and M‘ Dougal, 
month; M‘Dougal lived with Burke, then, | when they heard the first screech of the old 
as his wife ; witness lived in the Westport,| woman, ran into the passage, and did not 
not far from Burke ; was in a public-house | come in again until the body was covered 
in the Westport on the forenoon of the 31st | with straw; before this they were lying in 
of October, when they had a gill ; he asked | the bed, and witness sat at the head of the 


witness to go down to his house, to see bed; did not observe blood on the floor, or 
on the woman’s face, at the time; did not 
observe the women, in the passage, cry ; 
but nobody came to the door during the 
time. Burke had not been above the 
woman a minute or two, when the women 
started out of bed, and ran to the door; 


the shot he had got to take to the doc- 
tor’s; he said he had taken an old woman | 
off the street, and wished witness to go and 
see her, and see what they were doing; 
understood by the word shot, that he was | 
going to murder the woman. [le went to 





Burke’s house, and found there was a/ none of them attempted to save or assist the 
strange man and woman, (their name was|old woman, and such could not have hap- 
Gray,) the old woman, and Helen Dew pened without his seeing it; saw them 
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come again, and Burke go out, when he was| than that of the old woman, but had seen it 
absent a few minutes; the women asked no| done ; had never been concerned in raising 
questions, and he made no remark; the/dead bodies. He was warned not to answer 
women went to their beds again; neither| questions that might criminate him. Was 
asked for the woman Docherty; when | asked how often he had seen them doing it? 
Burke returned, he brought the Doctor's Declined answering the question. Was this 
man with him—a person who lived a little | of the old woman the only one in which he 
down the West Port. Burke wished the | was concerned? Declined to answer. Was 
doctor's man to look at the body, but he | murder committed in his house last Octo- 
said it would do well enough—to get a box,|ber? Declined answering the question. 
and put it into it; the women were in the | Understood that the use of the term shot, 
bed while the man was in the house, but he | was used by Burke as meaning a person for 
could not tell whether they were awake ale subject, in order to murder them ; heard 
not; witness fell asleep himself; he was, him use it when he did not mean to mur- 
rather the worse of liquor, but he knew well | der, but understood that to be his meaning 
enough what he was about ; he awoke about | at the time ; said so to him in the forenoon ; 
seven o'clock in the morming; he found | wasdancing in Connaway’s ; the old woman 
himself on a chair, with his head on the | was there, but, at that time, bad no notion 
bed; the women were in the bed, and a lad that there was to be mischief that night, 


named John Broggan, who was lying be- 
yond his aunt; Burke was at the fire-side ; 
ne and his wife got up and went home, 
when they found Gray and his wife there ; 
Burke called witness into Rymer’s shop, 
and wished him to go with him to Surgeon 
Square, which witness agreed to do, after 
he fed the swine; they went to Surgeon's | 
Square, where Burke inquired for a box, 
but they did not get one ; he said, he he- 


from Burke's words. First entertained the 
opinion that there would be mischief, when 
he saw Burke standing over the old woman. 
They had Quarrelled, and therefore had no 
thought till he saw Burke in that situation ; 
saw the body of the old woman in the 
police-office ; he then said he had never 
seen the body of the old woman before, and 
denied that he had seen the woman alive ; 
it was on the Sunday when he saw it, and 





spoke one from Mr. Rymer’s shop-boy ; 


denied it then. Have you had several trans- 





this box was brought into the passage by | ections with Dr. Knox, or his assistant? 
the porter, (M‘Culloch,) but there was no-| Declined to answer the question. Burke 
body in the house when they went in; they | liad received money from Dr. Knox, but 
took the box in, and waited at the back | witness never did, nor from any of his 
door till Burke came, who said, ‘“ You are | assistants. Burke received 5/. for the body 
worth little that have not put it into the|from Dr. Knox, and they were to receive 
box ;” witness assisted to put the body into| more on Monday; Dr. Knox’s man said 
the box; the porter pressed it down, and they were to get 5l. more; thinks it was 


observing some of the hair over the side of | Burke who paid the porter, but is not sure 


the box, put it down inside, saying, it was, 
** a bad thing to have it hanging out.”” The 

box was roped, and the porter instructed to 

carry it to Surgeons’ Square; witness and | 
Burke accompanied him, and met the) 
women in the High School Yards; could! 
not say whether Burke, or the porter, went 

in first; witness accompanied them; the 

body was put into a cellar, and witness and | 
Burke proceeded to Dr. Knox’s, at Newing- 

ton, but did not go into his house. Mr.’ 
Paterson, who was to pay the money, took | 
them into a public-house, where he got 

change, and paid the porter 5s., Burke 

2l. 7s. Gd., and witness Yi. 7s. 6d.; under- 

stood that 5/. more was to be paid on Mon- 

day. Saw the women both in going to and 

returning from Newington, but neither of 
them went into the public-house. 


Cross-examined by Mr. Cocxsury.— 
Had been a boatman on the canal ; had also 
hed a horse and cart, and sold fish; had 
been concerned in furnishing medical lec- 
turers with subjects ; was never concerned 
in carrying any other bodies to surgeons 


whether it was Burke or Mr. Paterson; 
Burke threw two notes across the table 
along with the change; is certain that Mr, 
Paterson did not pay the money to him, 
though he folded up the two notes and di- 
vided the silver; had never any quarrels 
with Burke about the payments, nor no 
quarrel with him about money matters, 
Witness pushed the woman over a stool, 
and she was so drunk she could not rise ; 
before that, she had gone to the dooi, and 
called “ police!” when Burke got on the 
old woman she gave a shriek, which could 
be heard some short distance ; at that time 
did not hear any one call for the police ; 
Burke and he were fighting before the wo- 
man shrieked ; Broggan and the two women 
were in the bed ; he was sitting at the side 
of the bed, and Burke was at the fire ; 
thioks that it was ten minutes before Burke 
had murdered the old woman; never at- 
tempted to prevent him, but remained in 
the house all the time ; sat by, and looked 
at the transaction ; did not go next day to 
the police, and inform them of it; bat, 


when examined by the police, he denied all 
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knowledge of it. [Hare removed, in the} band, as she was afraid they would fall 
custody of the police, to the Outer-house.] ja-fighting, aad went with them to Newing- 
Margaret Laird, wite of Hare. Lord Mea-| ton, and afterwards came in along with 
dowbank informed the witness that, what- | M‘Dougal; did not make any answer to 
ever share she might have in the murder of | M‘Vougal whea she spoke of the shot, and 
Mrs. Campbell, she would not be called| does not recollect talking with her about 
upon, or brougi#t to trouble, for such share | the body when going to Newington ; when 
of it, if she spoke the truth.—Remembers in the passage, she and M‘Dougal were 
last Hallowe'en night, when two persons, | speaking about the woman, but does not re- 
Gray and his wife, slept in witness's house ; |collect the words; thinks it was, that it 
they came from Burke's, whoasked that she | might be the case with them two—that 
should give them a bed; this was in the | they might be murdered; did not alarm the 
course of the day ; thinks it was day-light at | neighbours, as she had left her house three 
the time; went out that night, about nine | times before, as she had not been living a 
o'clock, to seek her husband ; found him in| contented life, and she could not inform 
Counaway's ; Connaway and his wife, and | against her husband, as it was not natural to 
Burke and his wife, were there ; had spirits | do so. 
there ; saw an old woman in Burke's; stop-| By the Covrt.—The old woman only 
ped till her husband rose, and she asked him | went to the door of the room, and thinks she 
to go home, but he said he would come soon ; got a push when she fell down, and imme- 


they went to Burke’s house, where there 
was a quarrel between her husband and 
Burke, and they fell a-fighting; the old 
woman called out murder, when she got a 
push, and she fell; saw Burke get upon the 
oid woman's breast, when M‘Vouygal and 
she ran out to the passage, and remained 
there some time ; she did not cry out, for 
she was powerless ; thinks it was a quarter 


of an hour till she came back to the house ; | 


did not see the old woman, nor did she in- 
quire, as she had a suspicion that she had 
been murdered; M‘Dougal did not ask any 
question at the time Burke lay down on 


the old woman ; witness thinks she was) 
standing near the door; Burke had not lain | 


many minutes on the old woman, when wit- 
ness ran out; does not recollect where 
M‘Dougal was standing at that time ; was 


, diately after that, Burke fell upon her, and 
)}saw him lying either upon her mouth or on 
| her breast. Did not hear the old woman cry 
lor scream, and went away, as witness was 
| afraid to see her murdered. Did not expect 

that night that the old woman was to be 
' murdered, 

Bysthe Dean of Facutry.—Could not 
say whether it was Hare or Burke who 
pushed the old woman. The door at the 
outer end of the passage latches, but does 
not know whether it is from the outside. 
Did not hear any body knock on the door 
when she was in the passage, nor when there 
did she hear the old woman cry or make 
any nvise. Had not power to go out of the 
| passage, and that was the reason she re- 
jmained. Did not say any thing when she 
| came back to the house. Saw both Burke 





alarmed at the sight; did not see Burke do| and Hare there. Went to bed in a short 
any thing else but lying either on the mouth | time afterwards, but did not sleep for some 
or breast of the old woman ; had some sus-| time. Broggan came in, and they had some 
picion of what Burke was about, as she had | liquor. Rose out of bed when Paterson went 
seen some tricks of the same kind done; in | out, and did not again go to bed ; M‘ Dougal 
the course of the afternoon M‘ Dougal came | was not in bed ; she (wituess) and Broggan 
and said to witness there was a shot in the | lay down on the floor; Burke and Hare fell 
house ; she did not suy what she meant by | a-fighting soon afterwards, never saw the 
a shot, but she said that her husband had | old woman rise after she fell; does not know 
fetched her from a shop; M‘Dougal told | how long they were in Connaway’s, as she 
her at the same time she used the term shut, | has a very bad memory. 

that it was a woman; she did not say ex-| ‘Iwo medical gentlemen were then exa- 
pressly they were to murder the woman, | mined, and they thought it probable that the 
but witness understood that to be her mean- | woman had died a violent death by suffoca- 
ing, as she heard such a meaning used to| tion. 

the term before ; Burke had given the wo-| The declarations which were emitted were 
man drink before, but he did not press) them read. Burke described himself as a 
liquor upon her; she seemed rather the | native of Ireland; that he has been ten 
worse of liquor; stopped in Burke's till| years in Edinburgh ; is a shoemaker; and 
between four and five o’clock in the morn-| lived with Elizabeth M‘Dougal, but was not 
ing; saw Mr. Paterson come in shortly| married to her. He pretended to account 
after the woman was murdered; did not! for the dead body being in his house, by 
know where the body was put ; saw the box | saying it was brought there by a porter. 

in which the body was placed; got it from; ‘The Jury retired at half-past eight, and 
Rymer'’s ; understood where the body was after having been enclosed for 50 minutes, 
to be seat; followed Burke and ber hus- | returned a verdict, finding William Burke 











4380 MURDERS AT EDINBURGH. 
Guilty of the charge, and in regard to Helen | ness with which he had treated her. He 


M‘ Dougal, found the libel Not Proven. 


thus contrives so far to achieve his object, 


The Lorv-Apvocare having moved for| that she seems to have opened her affection 


the senteace of the Court, 


and confidence to him—she looked to him 


Lord Meapowsanx said, after a trial of | for protection—she felt he had dealt kindly 
uuexampled length,—protracted to nearly | with her—she refused to enter the house 


24 hours,—a trial in which the minds of 
your Lordships have been excited to the ut- 


termost, it would be improper in me to de- | 
tain the Court with commenting on the cir- | 
cumstances of this most atrocious case ; and | 


I feel tiat it is quite impossible for any one 
who has attended to the proceedings on 
this trial, to think that we have any thing 
left to do but to go through with the dis- 
tressing duty which has now fallen to your 
Lordships to perform. But it is impossible, 
in considering the whole circumstances of 
this distressing case, not to advert to that 
most extraordinary, that most unexampled, 
aud that most atrocious system, which every 
one must feel has been developed by the 
evidence which has been brought forward. 
I am sure, and I speak in the presence of 
your Lordships, who can correct me if I am 
wrong—that in the whole history of the 
country—I may say in the history of eivi- 
lized society—nothing has ever been gexhi- 
bited that is, iu any respect, parallel to this 
case. Murders have been committed before 
now; crimes of all descriptions have unhap- 
pily been too common ; but we had flattered 
ourselves that our country was in a great 
measure free from the stigma of apy great 
or heinous atrocity committed within its 
bounds. [hat there should have been found, 
therefore, not one, but many leagued and 
combined together, in order to sacrifice their 
unoffending fellow-creatures, for the wretch- 
ed purpose of disposing of their bodies, is, 
to the last degree, humiliating. The very 
announcement of such a system is sufficient 
to rais2 ideas of horror, which it would be 
in vain to search for words adequately to 
express. When | take a view of the other 
features of this case, it exhibits a picture of 
iniquity which the greatest stretch of ima- 
gination can hardly take in; yet it was so 
clearly brought out in proof, that I am sure 
it must carry conviction to every oue who 
heard the evidence. It is proved that the 
prisoner, in going up the street after some of 
his usual avocations in the morning, fell in 
with the poor unprotected old woman, with 
whom it is quite clear that he was perfectly 
unacquainted before. Now began his ar- 
rangements for ensnaring his victim. With 
the immediate feeling upon him of the ob- 
ject which he had in view, he claims kin- 
dred with her by a fictitious name ; and by 
pretences of kindness, endeavours to gain 
on her affections. He entices her into bis 
own house, and there continued his friend- 
ship to her, insomuch that sbe expressed 
gratitude to Mrs. Connaway for the kind- 


| until he entered with her. She did enter 


with him. A struggle, or pretended strug- 
gle, ensued ; and when I recollect that the 
moment she fell, that struggle ended, I can- 
not rationally entertain a doubt that it was 
feigned, cal on up for the purpose of en- 
trapping her, and throwing her off her guard. 
What did the individual to whom she looked 
for protection now do? She is thrown 
down, and he, with the ferocity of a demon, 
instantly throws himself upon her, and ex- 
tinguishes life in a few moments. 1 do not 
state this with any view whatever of excit- 
ing the feelings, or aggravating indignation 
against the unhappy prisoner; but really 
when such a system of crime, in which there 
are many actors, is developed in the midst 
of this great metropolis, 1 cannot resist 
stating the impression which it has made 
upon my mind, as one of the most mon- 
strous exhibitions of atrocity ever disclosed 
in the annals of jurisprudence in this or 
any other country. Sitting as 1 do in 
this place, there is little occasion to ad- 
vert to certain matters that were pointed 
at, and eloquently pointed at, in the course 
of the defence. I will only observe, that 
with matters of science we have nothing to 
do. We have nothing todo but to adminis- 
ter the law as handed down to us, and God 
forbid that the claims of science, or of phi- 
losophy, or of speculation of any kind, shall 
prevent us from feeling the horror which 
such offences are naturally caleulated to ex- 
cite. With respect to the issue to the 
panel, your Lordships are aware that that 
issue must be death. The highest law has 
said, ‘ Thou shalt not kill—thou shalt do no 
murder ;” and the law of this country says, 
that he who commits murder shali suffer 
death. The prisoner must have considered 
that he was committing the high crime of 
murder. In his breast, as in the breast of 
every one, must be implanted that feeling, 
that murder was the most heinous of crimes. 
There is no doubt that it is the duty of the 
Court to pronounce sentence on the pri- 
feouer and I now suggest that he be de- 
tamed in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, and 
that he suffer death on the scaffold, on the 
v8th day of January next, and his body be 
given for dissection. 

Lord Mackenzie expressed his con- 
currence, 


THE SENTENCE. 

The Lord Justice Crenx then address- 
ed the prisoner nearly as follows :—** Wil- 
liam Burke, you now stand convicted, by 
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the verdiet of an intelligent and respectable 
jury, of the atrocious murder charged against 
you in the indictment, upon evidence which 
could not leave a doubt of your guilt on the 
mind of any one who heard it. I so fully 
concur in the view which has been so elo- 
quently given by my learned brother of the 
nature of the offence, that I will not occupy 
the time of the Court with commenting on 
it. A erime more atrocious, a more cold- 
blooded, deliberate, and systematic prepa- 
ration for murder, and the motive so paltry, 
is unexampled in the annals of the country. 
It is now my duty to inform you, that if ever 
it was clear beyond all possibility of doubt, 
that sentence would, in any case, be carried 
into full execution, this is one of those cases. 
You may rest assured that you have no 
other chance ; and I would now solemnly 
warn you to prepare your mind, in the most 
suNable manner, to appear, in a very short 
time, before the throne of Almighty God, 
to answer for this crime, and ior every 
other with which you stand chargeable in 
your own conscience. ‘Ihe necessity of 
repressing crimes of this nature precludes 
the possibility of mitigating your sentence. 
The only doubt I have in my mind is, 
whether, to satisfy the violated laws of 
your country, and the voice of public indig- 
nation, your body ought not to be exhibited 
in chains, to bleach in the winds, in order 
to deter others from the commission of simi- 
lar offences. But taking into consideration 
that the public eye would be offended by 
so dismal a spectacle, I am willing to ac- 
cede to a more lenient execution of your 
sentence, and that your body should be pub- 
licly dissected. 1 trust that if it is ever 
customary to preserve skeletons, your skele- 
ton will be preserved, in order that poste- 
rity may keep in remembrance your atro- 
cious crimes. I earnestly advise you to 
lose no time in humbling yourself in the 
sight of God, and that you will seek the 
aid of the ministers of religion to whatever 
profession you may belong. The present 
charges having been fully established 
against you, it is my duty to inform you, 
that you have but a few days to live.” 

His Lordship thea pronounced, with due 
solemnity, the sentence of the law, to be 
carried into execution, at the usual time 
and place, on the 28th of January next. 

The scene was altogether awtul and im- 
pressive. The prisoner stood up with un- 
Shaken firmness. Nota muscle of his fea- 
tures was discomposed during the sclemn 
address of the Lord Justice Clerk, cousiga- 
ing him to his doom. 

After the trial, Burke and M‘Dougal were 
removed to the lock-up-house, whither Hare 
and his wife had been conveyed after giving 
their evidence. They were detained there 
till four o’clock yesterday morning, when 


Burke, Hare, and his wife were taken to 
the gaol: M‘Dougal was liberated last 
night, having been only detained in the 
lock-up-bouse for her personal protection. 
We understand that Hare has made some 
disclosures, in which he confesses having 
been concerned in no less than twelve diffe- 
rent acts of murder, in some of which he 
was the principal, and in others an acces- 
sory, and that he knew of another, in which, 
however, he was nota party. Burke, pre- 
vious to his trial, stated, in conversation to 
those near him, that he had made up his 
mind for the worst, being certain that he 
would be convicted, which may, in some 
measure, account for tue apathy and appa-~ 
rent indifference which he maintaived dur- 
ing the trial, and particularly when the 
awful sentence of the law was pronounced 
upon him. Siace his conviction he is appa- 
reutly penitent, and seems resigned to his 
fate. In his religious opinions, we under- 
stand he is a Romana Catholic. 





SUCCESSFUL CASE OF TRANSFUSION. 





Dr. Biever on the 7th instant per- 
formed the operation of tranfusion on a lady 
at Walworth, assisted by Mr. Poynter (of 
Somerstown,) Mr. Davies, and Mr, Lam- 
bert. The circumstances of the case were 
briefly as follow :—The patient, a delicate 
woman, 25 years of age, the mother of two 
children, was taken in labour on the morn- 
ing of the 7th ; Mr. Poynter had been en- 
gaged to attend her, but it was found ne- 
cessary, before the arrival of this gentleman, 
to callin Mr. Davies. ‘There was nothing 
remurkable in the labour; the child present- 
ed naturally, the placenta came away entire 
in the course of a few minutes, and the pa- 
tient remained for about an hour and a half, 
to use her own expression, ‘‘ quite com- 
fortable.” An alarming state of collapse 
somewhat suddenly ensued, and it was 
found that cousiderable hemorrhage had 
taken place from the uterus: pressure was 
made on the abdomen ; ice was introduced 
into the vagina, and various means em- 
ployed. No further discharge of blood took 
place, but the patient was in an extreme 
state of prostration, blanched, and perfectly 
bloodiess in appearance; the pulse net 
higher than 120, but sometimes almost im- 
perceptible. Stimulants (brandy and port 
wine) were freely given, but with no marked 
benefit. In this state of affairs, Dr. Blundell 
arrived, and determined on transfusion, ob- 
serving, that although there were some 
symptoms absent, which were necessary to 
make the case one of an extreme kind, 





namely, a greater rapidity of pulse, and 
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restlessness; and although there was a 
possibility of the patient recovering, as the 
haemorrhage was restrained, yet looking to 
the exhausted state of the patient, and the 
slight temporary benefit that had accrued 
from the use of stimulants, he thought the 
balance was against her, and that it was de- 
sirable to give the pabulum vit#e,—blood. 
About eight ounces, procured from the arm 
of Mr. Davies, were injected at different 
times—the whole operation occupying up- 
wards of three hours. It was not until the 
whole quantity had been thrown in, that 
there was any decided amendment in the 
condition of the patient; she then rallied, 
and became in every respect better. Her 
convalescence has been gradual, and at this 
time, eleven days after delivery, she is do- 
ing well. The lochial discharge has re- 
turned within the last three days, and she 
says that she feels stronger and better than 
in the same lapse of time, after her two pre- 
vious labours. There has been some tume- 
faction, and likewise pain of the arm, in 
which the transfusion was made ; but these 
have subsided. It is worthy of notice, that 
the poe expresses herself very strongly 
on the benefits resulting from the injection 
of the blood ; her observations are equiva- 
lent to this—that she felt as if life were in- 


fused into her body. 


SECALE CORNUTUM. 


_—— 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Str,—tThe following case, the treatment 
of which, though some may be induced to 
censure, | consider may be useful to the pro- 
fession at large, I submit to your disposal. 

A lady, in the sixth month of pregnancy, 
after some premonitory symptoms, which 
had then vanished, was suddenly seized 
with labour, and as her medical attendant 
resided at some distance, a neighbouring 
practitioner was called in, The fetus was 
quickly born ; but, unluckily, in attempting 
the extraction of the placenta, which ad- 
hered very firmly, the umbilical cord was 
broken near, if not at its placental extremity. 
After some time the pains left, and the 
Doctor also; one, two, three, and even five 
days L remy yet still the placenta was re- 
tained, and was evidently a source of con- 
siderable irritation. It was absolutely ne- 
cessary that something should be done ; 
atid having heard of the extraordinary 
effects of the secale cornutum on the uterus, 
it was determined to give it a trial. Ac- 

cordingly, four scruples were boiled, in four 
“ounces of water, down to two, and half an 
ounce given every half hour, until some 


effect was produced. ‘Iwo doses occasioned 





a very slight pain only ; but, after the third, 
the uterus acted most powerfully, expelling 
a quantity of coagula, together with the 
after-birth. The patient remained in a very 
weak state, but soon recovered, and, in 
most expressive language, extolled this in- 
valuable medicine. 

The pains, she observed, were of a 
severer kind, and gave considerably more 
torture than any experienced during previ- 
ous confinements. This, probably, might 
be owing to the revival of the action of the 
uterus so soon after delivery, which always 
produces some soreness of that organ, and 
also to the presence of a substance, which 
though formerly natural, had become foreign 
to the cavity. 

It has been said that the ergot becomes 
inert by keeping; that used in this in- 
stance was above twelve months old, and it 
certainly possessed all its virtues. That it 
varies in quality, seems much more plau- 
sible. 

Dec. 6, 1828. M. 


GLASGOW INFIRMARY. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancrr. 


Sir,—You most undoubtedly know, that 
the intent of the presence of medical stu- 
dents at surgical operations, performed in 
public hospitals is, that they may see the 
various steps of various operations; but 
really, when I reflect upon my attendance in 
the theatre of the Glasgow Royal Infirmary, 
in nine cases out of ten, I saw the patient 
only brought in and taken out: during the 
performance of the operation I looked, but, 
in faith, 1 could see nothing. This entirely 
arises from the presence of a multitude of 
unnecessary spectators immediately sur- 
rounding the patient. I could particularize 
one man, a branch of the medical department 
of said hospital, who generally makes it a 
point to stand directly between the students 
and patient, (believing, no doubt, that he is 
as transparent as the goggles he looks 
through,) to the no small annoyance of such 
as may attend for practical information. 
Now, I consider that, for the benefit of 
all concerned, such a practice ought, most 
decidedly, to be annihilated, and that no 
person should be allowed to stand hurd by 
the patient, excepting those who are actu- 
ally indispensable to the performance of the 
operation. Nothing but the consideration 
that the above-mentioned practice is a 
** morbus ingravescens,”” induces me to re- 
quest that it may be made public through 
the medium of your Journal. 

1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Avex. Napier. 


Glasgow, 19th Dec., 1828. 
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THE EDINBURGH MURDERS. 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, January 3, 1829. 


We approach with horror the subject 
which has lately occupied the High Court 
of Justiciary at Edinburgh. It was most 
truly said, by Lord Meapowsank, that in 
the history of civilised society there was 
nothing parallel in atrocity to the crime of 
which one of the wretches, who has traf- 
ficked in the bodies of his murdered victims, 
has just been found guilty. The crime, or 
rather series of crimes, which the late trial 
has broaght to light, indicates, no doubt, 
the existence of a state of deep-rooted moral 
disease among the lower orders of the popu- 
lation in Edinburgh ; but we shall not oc- 
cupy the time of our readers by speculat- 
ing on the dreadful traffic, which has been 
carried on in the Scottish capital, as a 
symptom of moral disease. What we shall 
mainly insist upon is the necessity of put- 
ting an end, at once, to this horrid trade 
between the murderer and the anatomist. 
The perpetration of such crimes is a stain 
upon human nature, but the repetition of 
them may be effectually prevented. It is 
fearful and humiliating to reflect on the 
enormities of which wretches wearing the 
human form are capable ; but the murder of 
men for the sake of obtaining the price of 
their dead bodies, is a crime which the 
Government may at once prevent. The 
remedy is in the hands of the Government, 
and that remedy it is the bounden duty o! 
the Government to apply. The crime may 
not be confined to Scotland. Murderers, 
like Burke, may be, and probably are, at 
our own doors. While the temptation to 
commit the crime is suffered to remain, no 
man can say, with certainty, that it may not 
he his own fate, or the fate of his children, 
or kindred, to be marked out as victims for 
the dissecting table, and to perish beneath 
the poignard, or the gripe of an assassin, 
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eager to receive the price of his victim's 
corpse from the hands of the anatomist. 
Our first proposition, therefore, is, that it 
is the bounden duty of the Executive Go- 
vernment to see that all rue pissEcTING 
ROOMS IN THE KINGDOM BE FORTHWITH 
CLOSED, 

The immediate closure of all dissecting- 
rooms is the only measure which will effec- 
tually prevent the repetition of the crime, 
by removing all temptation to the perpetra- 
tion of it. The injury to medical science, 
the inconvenjence to medical teachers, the 
interruption of anatomical studies, are all 
utterly insignificant considerations, com- 
pared with the overwhelming necessity of 
protecting the public against assassins, who 
traffic in the dead bodies of their victims. 
It is evident that some measure must be 
adopted by the Legislature, without delay, 
for the supply of our anatomical schools with 
smbjects; but, until such a measure shall be 
adopted, it is of paramount importance that 
the traffic between the murderer and the ana- 
tomist shali, at all events, be put an end to. 
Let it not be hastily supposed that we are 


raising an alarm not justified by the circum- 
stances under which bodies are furnished 
to the anatomical schools in this country, 


or that we are suggesting a remedy against 
a contingency which is not likely to happen. 
No man, who reads attentively the evidence 
given before the Parliamentary Committee 
on anatomy, can say, that murders similar 
to those brought to light at Edinburgh are 
not likely to be committed in this country. 
No man, who weighs that evidence atten- 
tively, can feel assured that such murders 
have not already been committed in this 
metropolis. It was proved before that Com- 
mittee, both by the testimony of surgeons, 
and by that of individuals who had them- 
selves supplied the schools of anatomy with 
subjects for dissection, that the resurrection- 
men belonged to the lowest dregs of society, 
that they were, for the most part, thieves, 
house-breakers, men of the most abandoned 
2F 
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character,and capable of committing the most 
atrocious crimes. Sir Asttey Coorer, upon 
being questioned as to the character of the 
resurrection-men, stated, that he considered 
them “ the lowest dregs of degradation. 1 
do not know,” says the worthy Baronet, 
* that I can describe them better; there is 
no crime they would not commit ; and, as to 
myself, if they would imagine that I should 
make a good subject, they really would not 
have the smallest scruple, if they could do 
the thing undiscovered, to make a subject 
of me!” (Minutes of Evidence taken before the 
Committee of Anatomy, p. 18.)—The flip- 
pancy and bad taste of this answer may 
have deprived it of the weight which is 
really due to it; but the recent dreadful 
disclosures have demonstrated that the 
worthy Baronet’s opinion of the resurrec- 
tion-men is too well-founded, In another 
part of his evidence, Sir Asrtey Coorer 
states that there is no person, however 
exalted his rank, whose body, if he (Sir 
Asriex) were disposed to dissect it, he 
could not obtain. The worthy Baronet is 
probably ignorant of the state of the law on 
this subject ; but the appalling transactions 
at Edinburgh prove that he was too well 
founded in his fact, and that he made no 
miscalculation as to the desperate resolu- 
tion of the class of men engaged in supply- 
ing the anatomical schools with subjects for 
dissection. The following is the part of Sir 
Astiey Coorsr’s evidence to which we 
allude :— 

“ Does the state of the law actually pre- 
vent the teachers of anatomy from obtaining 
the body of any person which, in conse- 
quence of some peculiarity of structure, 
they may be particularly desirous of pro- 
curing'—The law does uot prevent our 
obtaining the body of an individual, if we 
think proper; FOR THERE IS NO PERSON, 
LET HIS SITUATION IN LIFE BE WHAT 11 
MAY, WHOM, IF I WERE DISPOSED To Dis 
SECT, 1 CovLD Not oprain.”—Minutes of 
ata before the Commitiee on Anatomy, 
p- 18. 


We observed, in commenting on this 
part of Sir Astizy Coorsn’s testimony, 
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(Tue Lancer, No, 262, p. 727,) that this 
extraordinary declaration was well calcu- 
lated to produce an effect on the fears of 
persons to whose understanding reason 
could find no access; and that the worthy 
Baronet had, with his wonted felicity of 
diction, made his threat of dissection apply 
rather to the Livine than to the dead; 
litle anticipating,—as indeed the worthy 
Baronet could have little anticipated,—the 
possibility of such a declaration admitting 
of a literal interpretation, /It is our firm 
conviction, that, unless the executive go- 
vernment take immediate steps for putting 
a stop to all dissection, until the legisla- 
ture shall have placed the supply of the 
schools of anatomy under due regulations, 
no man in the country is completely 
secure from the knives of the assassin and 
the anatomist. The present price of a 
corpse offers a stronger temptation to des- 
perate and reckless villains than that for 
which they are in the constant habit of 
risking their lives ; and the ready mart for 
their victims renders the chance of impu- 


nity after the commission of murder with 
a view to the sale of the corpse, greater 
than after the commission of any other 


crime. The burglar is never sure of ob- 
taining as much as the value of ten or 
twelve pounds in the house into which 
he breaks; he encounters the risk of 
losing his life in the commission, or on 
conviction of the offence; and he com- 
monly goes prepared to destroy life in case 
of resistance. Is it likely that such a man 
would be much moved by the consideration 
of the greater or less enormity of a crime, or 
that he would hesitate to commit a murder 
at once, if he could not only secure a profit 
upon his crime, but be nearly certain of 
escaping with impunity? It is from the 
calculation of the chances of escape in the 
event of conviction that robbery is now sel- 
dom combined with acts of violence to the 
person ; but if thieves and burglars perceive 
that there is a mode of committing murders 
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with a sure profit and small chance of detec- 
tion, what security does the conscientious- 
ness of these abandoned characters afford to 
the public against the frequency of such mur- 
ders? And who shall say that such murders 
have not been already committed? In the 
present state of the law, surgeons have no 
means of ascertaining,—they cannot even 
inquire, without risk, into the mode whereby 
the persons whose bodies are brought to the 
dissecting-rooms have come by their death. 
It is the state of the law, and not the medi- 
cal profession, that is to be blamed for all the 
evils which have been produced by the ex- 
isting system. The traffic between the 
teacher of anatomy and the vendor of dead 
bodies is an illegal and, therefore, a secret 
traffic, excluding from its nature the means 
of investigating the circumstances under 
which the subjects sold for dissection have 
been obtained. We have ourselves, within a 
recent period, seen bodies brought into dis- 
secting-rooms in this metropolis, exhibiting 
none of the appearances usually found in 


the bodies of persons who had died from | 


disease, but with all the indications present- 
ed by the bodies of men who had died within 
a few hours, and in a state of renrecr 
HEALTH. One head in particular—subjects 
are now frequently sold piecemeal—attract- 
ed our attention, and that of other gentlemen 
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one way to prevent the possibility of arepe- 
tition of such atrocities as those which have 
been detected at Edinburgh, and that is, by 
causing every dissecting-room in the king- 
dom to be closed. Such a measure cannot 
fail, under the circumstances, to be cheerfully 
acquiesced in by teachers and students 
themselves ; and there will be the less diffi- 
culty in carrying it into effect, since, as the 
law stands at present, all dissection, except 
that of criminals executed for murder, and 
except such partial dissections or post-mortem 
examinations as may be assented to by the 
friends of deceeased persons, is, in effect, 
illegal. According to the decision of Baron 
Hv tock, a surgeon, or other person, having 





,& body in his possession for the purpose of 
dissection, except under the circumstances 
above excepted, is liable to be tried and 
| punished for a misdemeanour. The execu- 
tive government, therefore, in order to sup- 
press a nefarious traffic during the interval 
| between the detection of the crimes to which 
it has led, and the period at which the le- 
gislature can interpose, has only to take 
| measures for effectually preventing a prac- 
|tice which, though hitherto connived at 
|from the supposed necessity of the case, 
‘has been declared to be illegal. 

The readers of this Journal must be too 


sensible of the zeal which we have ever 


present. It was the head of a perfectly fresh | Showa for the advancement of anatomical 
subject ; not the slightest indication of dis-| science to suppose, that the foregoing ob- 
ease could be traced ; it was, apparently, | servations have been dictated by a diminish- 
the head of a man who had lived in health and | ed sense, on our part, of the necessity of 
vigour within afew hours. We could not affording due facilities to the study of ana- 
learn whence it was biovght, nor how the | tomy. We were among the first to point 
man (from whose trunk it had been severed) | out the impolicy of the existing laws re- 
had come by his death. He might possibly | garding dissection, and to suggest the means 
have expired suddenly from natural causes ; | of affording an ample supply of subjects to 
he might have destroyed his own life ; but lour schools of anat my from an unexcep- 
the late horrible disclosures prove that he|tionuble source. Week after week, while 
might also have been slaughtered for the price | the Select Committee of the House of Com- 
of his corpse. Again we say that, until the | mons was sitting, we discussed this subject 
legislature shall provide the means of sup-| in all its beariugs, and we had the satisfac- 
tion of seeing most of our arguments and 
suggestions repeated by the wituesses, and 
2Fe2 


plying our anatomical schools with subjects 
from an unexceptionable source, there is but | 
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embodied in the recommendations of the 
Committee, as published in the Parliamen- 
tary Report. The first measure which we 
suggested, as an indispensable preliminary 
to any effectual legislative provision for the 
supply of our anatomical schools, was the 
repeal of the enactment (25 Geo. II,)} which 
subjects the bodies of persons executed for 
the crime of murder to dissection—an 
enactment which, by associating the idea of 
dissection with that of punishment for crime, 
has created, in this country, an artificial 
prejudice against dissection, perfectly dis- 
tinct from that natural aversion with which 
we all regard it, as applied to the bodies 
of those whom, when living, we have es- 
teemed and loved. In this recommendation, 
nearly all the witnesses examined before the 
Parliamentary Committee concurred, and it 
has been adopted by the Committee in their 
Report. We recommended the application 
of the bodies of unclaimed persons to the 
purposes of dissection, as an unexception- 
able source for the supply of our anatomical 
schools, since it would meet the demand of 
science without violating the feelings of 
surviving relatives and friends, against 
which feelings it would be as unavailing as 
it would be impolitic to attempt to legislate, 
and since it would effectually put an end to 
the disgusting offence of body-snatching. 
We also suggested, that all the bodies of 
unclaimed persons should, after they had 
undergone dissection, be interred at the ex- 
pense of the parties, for whose benefit they 
had been dissected ; and that the offence of 
body-stealing should be made a felony, 
punishable with not less than fourteen years’ 
transportation. We would now further sug- 
gest the expediency of appointing an officer, 
or officers, whose functions might be similar 
to those of the chef des travaur anatomiques 
at Paris, and under whose authority alone 
the bodies of unclaimed persons might be 
distributed to the anatomical schools. Nei- 
ther should a body, otherwise obtained, be 
dissected, unless a Coroner’s Inquest had 











DISSECTION. 


been previously held upon it, and the pro- 
bable cause of death duly certified. And, as 
a further precautionary measure, we would 
recommend that the possession of a body for 
the purpose of dissection, not obtained 
through the regular officer, should be made 
a misdemeanour, punishable with not less 
than FOURTEEN YEARS TRANSPORTATION. 
This would effectually rid society of resur- 
rectionists and trading assassins ; for let it 
be recollected, that if there were no re- 
ceivers, there would be no thieves, and, in 
this case, no murderers. 


The view taken of this question by the 


Select Committee on Anatomy, of which the 
Home Secretary was a member, is so sound 
and enlightened, that we look forward with 
confidence to the result of a parliamentary 
discussion. 
help regretting that some writers, who ap- 
pear to have given less of their attention to 
this subject than to most of the topics to 
which they apply their powerful minds, 
should have given currency to propositions 
wholly at variance with the views of the 
Committee, and incompatible with the mea- 


In the meantime, we cannot 


sures recommended by that body to the 


adoption of the Legislature. Among some 


recent suggestions, the proposal to make 
dissection a punishment for the offence of 
suicide, is one of the most objectionable, be- 
cause it is neither more nor less than a pro- 
posal to sanction and perpetuate an absur- 
dity, which, in the opinion of nearly all the 
witnesses examined before the Committee, 
is the very cause of the evil to be provided 
against, namely, the absurdity of identify- 
ing dissection with punishment, and asso- 
ciating it wilh crime. The following pas- 
sage appeared this week, in a leading arti- 
of The Times :— 


* But the thing which is of most conse- 
quence, is to devise some legal method of 
supplying the medical profession with sub- 
jects for examination (as The Scotsman news- 
pader properly terms it) by legal means. 
We have before recommended, that all per- 
sons who destroy themselves should, by the 
Coroner's warrant, be consigned to the sur- 
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ong; bein they hoconreget to os 7 3 had the effect of limiting the number of 
we think that such a course wou th} oss , 

tend to prevent suicide, and would afford a aeea A few ‘yous ™ & wes Ge 
small supply. It is absurd to talk of its| practice to bury the bodies of persons who 


heightening the prejudice against <lissection, | had destroyed themselves in a cross-road, and 
though we know that this has been asserted. to dri i che Chetan Gale cal 
I , who thus assert, should go fur- rive a large stake through their guilty 


ther, and inform us then, what will lessen the|integuments. This practice was abolished, 
ro. and provide bodies in sufficient) though not without many serious remon- 
; strances, and prophetic warnings on the 
It is plain, from the last sentence in the | part of persons, who maintained that the 
paragraph, that the writer is neither aware | Pational taste for self-destruction could only 
of the discussions which the subject in| be restrained by the terror of that salutary 
question has undergone in this and other | ¢nactment. Has the number of suicides 
Journals, nor acquainted with the contents increased in this country since the burial in 
of the report of the Parliamentary Com-| the cross-road, and the large stake, have 
mittee. Why it is absurd to argue that the | been dispensed? and does any rational man 
proposal for cousigning the bodies of sui-| believe, that if these solemn buffooneries 
cides to the anatomist would heighten the | were re-enacted, the number of suicides 
prejudice ugainst dissection, the writer| would be diminished? The main objection, 
leaves unexplained ; to us it seems difficult | however, to the proposition of The Times is, 
to assign any rational ground for inferring that it goes to sanction the principle of asso- 
that such an enactment, supposing it to be | ciating dissection with punishment for crime, 
operative, would not have such an effect.|a principle which was condemned by nearly 
An infliction on the dead body, which is in- | all the witnesses examined before the Parlia- 
tended as a mark of infamy, and a punish- | mentary Committee as absurd and impolitic, 
ment for crime, must surely tend to increase |@nd of which the Committee itself has re- 
the aversion of men to see the same pro-| corded its opinion by recommending to the 
cess performed on the bodies of innocent legislature the repeal of the enactment sub- 
persons ; and, consequently, must tend to| jecting the bodies of executed murderers to 
increase the prejudice against dissection. | disection. 
But though, in the quaint language of the} The same vague and unphilosophical no- 
law, a suicide is one who has committed | tions respecting the efficacy or expediency 
felony against himself, juries are seldom in-| of punishment directed against the dead 
clined to regard the act of self-destruction | bodies of criminals, which have called forth 
as a fit subject for penal animadversion; and | these observations, pervade, we regret to 
the effect of such an enactment as that pro-| say, the address delivered by the Lorp 
posed by The Times, would, in all proba- Justice Cierx, in pronouncing sentence 
bility, be to diminish the number of verdicts | upon the panel Burke, 
of felo-de-se. Hence the supply of subjects} « Qne of the doubts I have on my mind,” 
from such a source, “‘ small” as our contem. | says the learned Lord, “ whether to satisfy 
the violated laws of your country and the 
Pe 3 voice of public indignation your body ought 
supposition, to the demands of science, | not to be exhibited in chains, to bleach in the 
eculd not be expected to reach even to the | Winds, in order to deter others from the 
present arenageamount cfcaesoffle dese; commiminn ot iminrofenes,, ut aking 
and as to the tendency of such an enactment | be offended by such a dismal spectacle, I am 
to prevent suicide, it may reasonably be | Willing to accede to the more lenient execu- 
doubted, whether any inflictions on the | tn. Ng Pee you should .be putiy 
ssected. trust that if it is ever custo 
dead bodies of self-murderers, bave mk pied to preserve skeletons, your skeleton 





porary admits, and inadequate, upon any | 
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will be preserved, in order that posterity 
mey keep in remembrance your atrocious 
crimes. 

As it may be the duty of the Lorp Jus- 
tick Cierx to pass sentence of death in ten 
or twelve similar cases, he will do well to 
reflect, that the cause of the crimes com- 
mitted at Edinburgh, is the high price 
given by surgeons for human bodies ; that 
this high price is occasioned by the diffi- 
culty of procuring subjects for dissection ; 
and that this difficulty is caused by the state 
of the law, which has absurdly made dis- 
section a punishment for crime, and which 
has, consequently, created an artificial hor- 
ror for dissection, as applied to any innocent 
individual, which does not essentially be- 
long to it, and which is totally distinct 
from that natural opposition which all men 
make to any violation of the feelings with 
which they regard the bodies of those whom 
they have loved and venerated when living. 
Let the Lorn Justice Cienx reflect, that, 
so far from there being any natural con- 
nexion between dissection and punishment, 
in France, the bodies of men executed for 
crimes are not suffered to contribute to the 
advancement of science; that in France, 
executed criminals are the only class of men 
on whom the operation of dissection is not 
allowed to be performed. 





CASES OF INTERMITTENT FEVER, IN WHICH 
BLEEDING WAS EMPLOYED IN THE COLD 
STAGE. 


By Jouwx Macxtyrosn, M.D., Lecturer on 
the Practice of Physic, &c., in Edinburgh. 


(Continued from page 111.) 


Case 21.—Francis Trail, wtat. 26, pre- 
sented himself at the Dispensary early in 
the beginning of May, 1828, in a pele and 
very weak condition, with swollen features, 
when he gave the following account of him- 
self:—He is a native of Lreland, and went 
to work at the harvest in Lincolnshire in 
1827 ; remained there about a fortnight; at 
that time was in the enjoyment of good 
health, and continued so till the beginning 
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of last January, when he began to feel un- 
well at times, but still was able to continue 
at his work on the rail-road, near Dalkeith. 
About the end of Fe , he was seized 
with violent shivering, which was succeed- 
ed by great heat, and terminated in profuse 
perspiration ; the paroxysms have continued 
ever since in the tertian form, and he has 
been unfit to do any thing, his health and 
strength becoming very much impaired, 
He was bled early in the disease, in the 
hot stage, without any remission of his suf- 
ferings, and without preventing the acces- 
sion of the regular paroxysms. The cold 
stage generally continued from half an hour 
to three quarters, and he experienced great 
suffering from pain in the head and lumbar 
region, with sickness. On Sunday, 10th 
May, he was bled to 16 ounces during the 
cold stage. During the bleeding the rigours 
ceased, but afterwards a hot stage took 
place, accompanied with pain in the head 
and loins. 

On Tuesday the 12th, as he felt light and 
easy, and better than he had done for a long 
time, he walked a few miles out of town to 
see some friends, and he had a paroxysm, 
but which was not so severe as on former 
occasions. On Thursday he had another 
paroxysm, which was slight, unattended by 
rigors. After this period he had no cold 
stage, instead of which he felt languor, 
headache, sickness, and pain in the lumbar 
region, in a slight degree ; he recovered his 
health and strength rapidly, and in about a 
fortnight from the time of the bleeding he 
had no complaint. He stated that his ap- 
petite was now good, his strength daily im- 
proving, and, at the end of May, he re- 
turned to his work cared. 


Case 22.—Dr. Cambridge, 29th Septem- 
ber, 1827, had repeated attacks of intermit- 
tent fever at Ostend, four weeks ago, at 
which place it was prevalent at the time, 
Since his arrival in Edinburgh, three weeks 
ago, he has had a daily paroxysm, and used 
the sulphate of quinine, without effect. His 
appearance is far from being emaciated, but 
he looks pale and weakly. 

The rigour came on severely at nine this 
morning, accompanied by insupportable 
pain of head, shooting from temple to tem- 
ple, inability to take a full inspiration, with 
sense of tightness across the chest. The 
rigours continued for the space of three 
hours, and then ceased, but the sense of ex- 
treme coldness, and other severe symptoms, 
continued. 1 was called to see Dr. Cam- 
bridge, and made my first visit at one o'clock, 
when his sufferings were still unmitigated. 
He still felt cold; his pulse was weak and 
oppressed, 130 in the minute ; respiration 
50; face pale, and features contracted ; 
tongue loaded, but moist. A vein was 
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opened ; immediately after, the blood 
to flow ; he ex , in strong terms, his 
sense of the sudden relief he experienced ; 
at the expiration of a minute he could dilate 
his lungs to the fullest extent. Eighteen 
ounces of blood were taken, which occupied 
threé minutes of time, and before the arm 
was bound up all his uneasiness had ceased ; 
the painful sensation of cold changed to that 
of a pleasant glow of heat, and the surface 
of the body was covered by a gentle mois- 
ture. No debility followed, and he was able 
to walk through the room ; a brisk laxative 
was ordered. 

30th. Had no heat of skin yesterday 
after the bleeding ; his feelings were com- 
fortable during the remainder of the day ; 
he dan excellent night, and felt quite 
well this motniig up to the moment of 
attack. The paroxysm came on at eleven 
a.M., and although he shivered smartly, 
yet he distinctly declared that he was quite 
free from the head symptoms, and all the 
other very painful feelings which had dis- 
tressed him on former occasions, excepting 
the tightness and oppression at tle chest. 
Respirations 36 in the minute. Pulse weak, 
and not to be counted. Mouth slightly ul- 
cerated, and complains of a bad taste. 
Tongae loaded, brown in the centre, and 
rather dry. Had four large dark-coloured 
and fetid evacuations since last night, which 
produced a burning sensation at the extre- 
mity of the rectum. A vein was opened, 
and blood was drawn to the extent of ten 
ounces, which occupied four minutes of 
time ; before five ounces were abstracted, 
he described, in poetical language, his re- 
lief, which was as sudden as it was perfect. 
The pulse was reduced in frequency, and 
became much stronger, and he said he was 
sensible of an increase of strength ; indeed, 
he was able to walk through the room im- 
mediately without support. In about an 
hour after 1 took my leave, the rigours re- 
turned with considerable severity, but un- 
attended by headach, and there was little 
oppression in the chest. He had some fever, 
and a sweating stage, The sulphate of qui- 
nine was again had recourse to, and he had 
only one other slight paroxysm. His health 
improved daily, and was soon perfectly re- 
established. 


Case 23.—Dr. Cambridge mentioned to 
me, that after reading my first paper on 
bleeding in the cold stage of intermittents, 
which he met with on the Continent, he had 
an opportunity of saving the life of a clergy- 
man, upon whom he tried the practice, with 
complete success. ‘This gentleman’s health 
was reduced to the lowest possible ebb, by 
repeated attacks of intermittent fever. He 
had tried bark in all its forms, and quassia 
and arsenic, without the least mitigation. 





Dr. Cambridge bled him in the ¢old stage, 
and he had no return of the disease, and his 
health was quickly re-established. This 
circumstance I have Dr. C.’s permission to 
mention, as well as the particulars of his 
own case. 

I have been favoured with the following 
ease of coma, occurring in the cold stage, 
treated successfully by bleeding, by Drs 
Henry Lucas, of the Royal Artillery. 


Case 24.—Gunner William Smith, 9th 
Battalion. Admitted, August 16, 1827. Is 
perfectly insensible ; eyes fixed, pupil par- 
tially contractile ; respiration slow and deep ; 
pulse full and slow ; ekin cool, especially 
about the lower extremities. Is completely 
insensible to external stimuli. Was brought 
from one of the guard rooms, where he had 
been complaining of feeling ill. He had 
attacks of ague. A vein was opened in the 
arm, and he recovered sense and motion on 
losing six ounces of blood. He complained 
of cold, though by that time the skin was 
warmer. Twelve ounces of blood were ta- 
ken. Warm bottles were applied to the 
feet ; cold lotion to the head; and a tur- 
pentine enema. In the evening he was 
found sweating. Bowels not free. Cathar- 
tic mixture ordered. 

17. Bowels moved once by the mixtures 
Pulse soft and full. Skin moist and warm. 
Tongue rather loaded. 

Repeat cathartic mixture. 

18. Had distinct rigours last night, sue- 
ceeded by increased heat of surface, and 
a He was discharged on the 24th, 
cured, 


Cases 25. and 26.—The following is the 
extract of a letter from Mr. Brotvn, now as- 
sistant surgeor in the 52d Regiment, dated 
Jersey, 8th August 1827 : ‘ Since I had the 
pleasure of hearing you lecture, | have, in 
three instances, tried the effect of bleeding 
in the cold stage of intermittents, and twice 
with complete success. The patients were 
invalids, sent from Gibraltar for change of 
climate. One had had an ague for eighteen 
months previous to his coming under my 
care; and at the time he left the depot for 
Chatham, seven weeks from his being in 
hospital, he had no recurrence of fever. In 
the third case I was not so successful ; it 
was, | think, from the bungling manner [ 
opened the vein, I couldn’t get the blood to 
flow *.”” 


Casts 27, 28, 29, and 30.—Cork, Marlbo- 
rough Street, Wednesday, Nov. 14, 1827.— 
Sir, The pernsal of your paper upon tlie uti- 





* I have already shown how difficult it 
is to open a vein during a rigour, from the 
commotion in which the body is thrown. 
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lity of blood-letting in the cold stage of in- 
termittent fevers, induced me to resort to 
that remedy, in the only four cases of the dis- 
ease which I have met with since. The dis- 
ease is of comparatively rare occurrence in 
this city, and never assumes a very aggravat- 
ed form. ‘bree of the cases | allude to were 
stout labouring men ; the fourth was a deli- 
cate girl about twelve yearsof age. None of 
them presented very dangerous symptoms. 
The most distressing symptom was severe 
pain in the head, which was generally most 
intense during the cold fit. The loss of 
blood, so far from causing collapse, or adding 
in any degree to the feeling of, debility 
which existed, seemed to produce quite an 
opposite effect. The patients expressed 
themselves immediately relieved, a gentle 

erspiration ensued, and they appeared as 
if revived by the influence of a generous 
cordial. The bleeding, however, did not 
effect a cure, but the subsequent attacks 
were infinitely more mild, and yielded in a 
short time to the exhibition of the arseniate 
of potass. 

The beneficial effects of this practice fully 
answered the expectations which you an- 
nounce ; and I have no hesitation in saying, 
as far as 1 can judge from limited experi- 
ence, that we are indebted to your sagacity 
for a bold and unusually successful innova- 
tion in the treatment of a disease, which has 
constantly baffled our best directed efforts. 
You will excuse this brief communication, 
but I am aware that no reward is more 
grateful to a physician, than the assurance 
that his suggestions have received and me- 
rited the approval of his brethren. 

I am, Sir, with much respect, 
Your obedient Servant, 


(Signed) D.B. Buren, M. D. 
To Dr. Mackintosh, M. D. 


Sir,—In consequence of having read, 
with great interest, your valuable paper 
upon the subject of bleeding in the cold 
stage of intermittent fever, which was pub- 
lished in the Edinburgh Medical and Surgi- 
cal Journal for April last, I resolved to 
adopt your plan of treatment, in the first 
cases of ague which should occur to me. 
Ague has not for many years been endemic 
in this neighbourhood, so that the opportu- 
nities 1 may have of further trials of your 
treatment will probably not be numerous 
The results of the two cases, of which | 
take the liberty of sending you an account, 
are very favourable. ‘They occurred to me 
in my practice as physician to the General 
Infirmary here. With a strong conviction 
that future experience will confirm the cor- 
rectness of your views and practice, and 
with feelings of admiration and esteem for 
an individual who has improved the prac- 
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tice of medicine, by a disregard to long 
established prejudices and erroneous doc- 
trines, 
I remain, Sir, your obedient Servant, 
Jonas Maxpey, M, D. 
Worcester, July 27, 1827. 
To Dr. Mackintosh, M. D., Edinburgh. 


Case 51.—May 5, 1827.—Priscilla Wil- 
liams, xt. 30. Complains of pain in the 
head. Skin hot; tongue furred; pulse 
120, small and rather hard. Pain in the 
epigrastic region, with loss of appetite. 
Bowels confined. Has a severe rigour every 
other morning of half an hour’s continuance, 
which is followed by a hot and sweatin 
stage. Her complaints began with co! 
shivering, three weeks ago, in the neigh- 
bourh of Oxford, where ague was pre. 
vailing. 

Applicentur hirudines xii. regioni epi- 
gastrica. 

R  Extracti colocynth. co. gr. xv. 

Hydrarg. submuriatis gr. iii. 

Fiant pilule tres stat. sumendz. 

Liq. autimon. tart. mj. xx. Potass» 
nitratis gr. x. Mist. 

Saline 5}. M. Sumat quartis horis. 


6. Pain in the stomach relieved. Head- 
ach continues. Bowels freel oa No 
rigour yesterday. Let her be during 
the cold stage to-day. 

7. Lost ten ounces of blood yesterday 
during the rigour, when she became rather 
faint. A hot and sweating stage succeeded. 
Bowels open. Tongue cleaner. 

8. Pulse 80, hm of moderate strength. 
Headach avd pain in the stomach much 
better, The rigour came on this morning, 
during which she was bled to 16 ounces, 
and a slight hot and sweating stage suc- 
ceeded. 

9. Another very short and slight rigour 
this morning. 

10. Ague returned to-day, but bleeding 
cut short the cold stage, which was neither 
followed by heat or sweating. 

13. Pulse 72. Tongue clean. Appetite 
good. Free from pain. Has hed no ague 
since last report. Wishes tu leave the hos- 
pital. Discharged. 

27. I saw the husband of this woman, 
who told me his wife was quite well, and 
had no return of her disorder. 


Case 32.—May 22, 1827,—William Hol- 
land, wt. 24. iias pain in the head and 
limbs, with furred and dry tongue, Pulse 
96, small. Bowels regular. Has severe ri- 
gours of an hour’s duration every day, which 
are followed by the hot and sweating stages. 
He has great prostration of strength, and a 
sallow countenance, and is much emaciated. 
Illness began with a shivering ten weeks 
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ago. He has for some time been wander- 
ing about the country, and sleeping in the 
air at night. 
PR Hydrarg. submuriatis gr. ix. Pulve- 
ris jalape gr. viij. 
M. f. bolus stat, sumend. 

23. Had a rigour yesterday which lasted 
an hour, and was succeeded by a hot stage 
and profuse sweating, The pulse in the 
rigour was 120 and very small. ‘The bowels 
have been very freely opened ; stools of a 
good colour. Headach continues. 

Fiat venesectio dum rigor adsit. 

24. Was bled to fourteen ounces during 
the cold fit yesterday. Whilst the blood 
was flowing, the shivering diminished. The 
hot stage followed, but lasted a much shorter 
time than usual. The pulse was not per- 
ceptibly affected by the bleeding. 

Sumat mistura cathartica 3iss pro re 
nata, 

25. Js much improved in appearance. 
Pulse 80, soft. The rigour came on at the 
accustomed time yesterday, but the shiver- 
ing was less violent. Venesection was re- 

d during the paroxysm. The blood 
flowed freely, and the rigour ceased immedi- 
ately upon tying upthe arm. The cold fit 
- lasted twenty minutes. ‘The pulse during 
the rigor was 120. No hot fit followed. 

26. Had a slight tremor yesterday, which 
lasted an hour. The hot stage afterwards 
was scarcely perceptible. Bowels open. 
Tongue much improved, Pulse natural. 

RK Sulphatis quinine gr. ij. Infusi rose 

j.M 


3)- 
Sumat secunda quaque hora, 


7. Had a short and a slight shivering 
yesterday afternoon. No hot stage. Ano- 
ther at two o'clock, a. m. 

29. No return of the ague since last re- 
port. Pulse 72. Bowels regular. Tongue 
clean. He makes no complaint. 

June 2. Continues well. From this time 
till the 14th, he had no return of his com- 
plaint. He had regained flesh and a healthy 
appearance, and was discharged cured. 

The practice of bleeding in the cold stage 
has also been successfully tried by Dr. Ha- 
viland, the distinguished Professor of the 

wractice of physic in the University of Cam- 
_— the result of which was communi- 
cated to me, with Dr. Haviland’s permis- 
sion, by Dr. W. H. Yates, formerly a most 
assiduous pupil of mine, and now of Dr. 
Haviland. The following are extracts from 
Dr, Yutes’s letter: ‘* Dr. Haviland tells 
me, thatin consequence of your communi- 
cation to the profession on the propriety of 
bleeding in the cold stage of fever, he was 
disposed to make trial of it, having, as you 
would expect, frequent opportunities in 
these low countries. ' His principal object 
"was, in the first place, to ascertain how far 
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it was practicable; for when he read the 
account, it struck him that it was a practice 
quite consonant with his own views. He 
was always assured, that in these cases there 
existed considerable congestion of the larger 
vessels, and that, could a portion of their 
contents be safely removed, the general re- 
sult would be good. He has since tried it 
in several cases, with decidedly beneficial 
effects. But it is a practice which must 
not be employed indiscriminately, and 
which is more essentially beneficial in those 
cases in which there appears to be a dispo- 
sition to inflammation of any organ. Under 
such circumstances, his plan is to wait the 
return of the next cold stage, and then to 
take blood from the arm as circumstancest 
direct ; and in no instance has it failed, and 
in no instance has he had reason to repent 
it. He is quite convinced that it is a very 
safe practice. But when the constitution is 
broken down, or the general health much 
impaired, from whatever cause, we should 
be careful how we adopt such a practice, 
and it will not do in every case.* I dis- 
tinctly asked Dr. Haviland, if, in these 
cases, he had administered bark or quinine ; 
he distinctly answered, certainly not, but 
that there were two cases in which he fol- 
lowed up the bleeding, after a lapse of 
time, by quinine, bnt in all the rest the 
bleeding was trusted to alone, In these two 
instances, it was given under particular cir- 
cumstances. ‘The Professor tried bloodlet- 
ting in the tertian as well as the quartan 
ague ; but he considers it of the greatest 
consequence in the latter, as being more 
likely to effect a radical cure of the disease. 
I thought you would be pleased at this com- 
munication, and I am sure, if you knew Dr. 
Haviland, you would be delighted with him, 
and consider his opinions of great weight.” 

It affords me the highest degree of plea- 
sure in communicating another extract from 
this letter, although it is rather doubtful 
how far I may be justified in so doing ; but 
the practice of medicine, as taught at Cam- 
bridge, has been so often ridiculed, and 
particularly in a late paper on medical edu- 





* Upon further experience, I feel per- 
suaded that Dr. Haviland wil! see cause to 
modify this opinion, for it is precisely in 
such cases that I have the highest opinion 
of the practice; because it will succeed 
when no other remedies will have the slight- 
est effect ; in proof of which, | may refer to 
the cases of Ward, to Mr. Marshall’s case, 
and to that of A. B. in the 27th volume of 
the Edinburgh Medical Journal, as well as 
to the cases of David Lambert, Robert 
Young, Dr. Cambridge, and his friend, the 
clergyman, at Ostend, William Holland, 
James Donachie, and Francis Trail, commu- 
nicated in this paper. 
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cation in the Edinburgh Medical and Sur- 
ical Journal, by Dr. Duncan, junior, the 
former editor, that | think it only an act of 
justice. The communication is made to 
me by a gentleman well informed in every 
of his profession, and an excellent pa- 
thologist for his standing, and one well qua- 
lified to judge of such matters. ‘I assure 
you I was agreeably surprised when I came | 
to Cambridge. Lexpected to find Dr. Havi- 
land fall of Galen and Aretwus and book 
learning, but with little practice ; instead of 
which, he is a very clever, clear-headed 
man, of very extensive practice indeed, 
with very liberal notions ; always happy to 
converse with those who apply to him ; he 
hides nothing, for when he has been mis- 
taken in his diagnosis and opinions, he does | 
not hesitate to point it out, and to comment | 
upon it, which is the sure road to great- 
ness.” 

I shall only add, that it is much to be 
wished three-fourths of the professors of 
medicine in Great Britain and Ireland, were 
compelled to study for two or three years 


under Dr. Haviland, in order that they might 
learn, not only how to read Aretwus, but to 
imitate his candour, frankness, and gentle- 
manly demeanour ; and also that they might 
see the superior advantages which a teacher 


s, who “* enjoys an extensive practice,” 
and who does not trust to the knowledge he 
has acquired in his closet from books. I sin- 
cerely hope to see Dr. Haviland soon trans- 
lated into a sphere where the influence of) 
his talents as a teacher will be more e.ten- 
sively felt. 





ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL, 


EXTRAVASATION OF URINE. 


Josern Wisnart, xtat. 54, a shoemaker, 
formerly a sailor, of a spare unhealthy habit, 
was admitted into Harley’s Ward, under the 
care of Mr. Earle, October 21, at half past 
9, r.M., in great agony, with enormous dis- 
tension of the perineum, scrotum, and co- 
verings of the penis. He had made no 
water since the night of the 19th, when the 
swelling commenced soon after endeavour- 
ing to void his urine, and rapidly went on 
till it attained its present state, Has been 
subject to stricture for the last 25 years, for 
which he has been in the habit of having 
bougies passed. The difficulty of making | 
water has, of late years, much increased ; | 
has uot been able to retain his urine long | 
together for 21 years past; for the last two) 
years has not been able to retain it at all, | 
but has been obliged to have convenience 
for its escape, at work. Mr. Farle soon 





EXTRAVASATION OF URINF. 


arrived, and made an incision in the peri- 
neum, down to the urethra, of about two 
inches in length, and several smaller inci- 
sions, or punctures, in different parts of the 
scrotum. Fotid and dark-coloured urine 
gushed from the wound in the perineum, 
and dribbled from the punctures in the scro- 
tum. Much relieved. Mr. Earle also en- 
deavoured to pass a catheter, but could not 
succeed, Ordered 

Calomel, gr. iij.; 

Opii, gr. j., Statim ; 
with saline mixture every third hour, and 
hot and moist flannels to the part. 

22. Ten o'clock, a.m., greatly relieved 
by the operation, but slept little during the 
night; inflammation and distention Simi. 
nished; tongue brown and dry; pulse 
quick ; urine dribbles through the wound 
in the perineum and incisions in the scro- 
tum ; bowels have not acted. 


Calomel, gr. iij. ; 
Jalap, gr. X., statim. 

Mr. Earle saw the patient again about 
two o'clock, p. m., and, the bowels not hav- 
ing acted by that time, ordered a common 
enema. 

23. Passed a better night; bowels have 
been freely opened ; tongue moister ; pulse 
still frequent ; the swelling and distention 
subsiding rapidly ; the cellular tissue around 
the wounds presents a sloughy appearance ; 
has passed some urine by the urethra to- 
day. Catap). panis, to the parts, 

25. Has hada very restless night ; tongue 
brown and dry; pulse feeble; much thirst, 
but no appetite ; the sloughing of the wound 
in the perineum extending rapidly towards 
the scrotum; part of the urine escapes by 
the urethra, but the principal part through 
the wound. 

27. Better to-day; tongue moister; ap- 
petite returned; pulse of more power; 
the sloughing has extended considerably 
into the scrotum. Mr. Earle ordered him 
yesterday to omit the saline mixture, and 
take the following : 


Ammon. carb. 3}. ; 

Tinet. cardam. c. 388. ; 

Mist. Camph. 3vss.; M. capiat coch. 
i. mag. omni tertia hora. 


The bowels not acting, a common enema 
was also given yesterday evening; diet 
nourishing. 

28. Complains very much of restless- 
ness during the night; appetite pot so 
good, and the pulse more feeble. Mr. Earle 
removed a portion of the slough, which.ex- 
tended freely into the skin and cellular 
tissue of the scrotum, and ordered the solu- 
tion of the chloride of soda to be used. Go 
on with the mixture. 





ERYSIPELAS TREATED BY STIMULANTS. 


30. The slough separated this morning, 
and left a large excavated wound in the 
perineum and scrotum; the surface of the 
wound is red, healthy, and granulating ; 
pulse stronger ; tongue moist, though white ; 
appetite improved, bowels open, nights 
still disturbed. The urine principally comes 
through the wound, but some passes by the 
urethra, Continue the mixture and catapl. 

anis. 

Nov. 11. Mr. Earle attempted to pass a 
catheter two or three days ago, but did not 
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statim, and to be repeated in four hours, if 
necessary. Head to be shaved. 

Mr. Burnett, the house-surgeon, had pre- 
viously ordered (but it had not been taken) 


Ammon, carb, gr. v. ; 
Mist. camphor, 3iss. omni 4ta hora. 


9. Passed a very restless night, and 
became delirious towards this morning. 
No complaint of pain in the head. The 
inflammation and swelling have extended 
over the scalp, and around the ears, but 


succeed. The greater part of the urine | seem rather diminished below the eyes. 
escapes now by the urethra,—some, how- | Pulse frequent and feeble. Tongue not so 
ever, passing by the wound, which is granu- dry as yesterday, but covered with a clammy 
lating, though somewhat slowly A weak |adhesive mucus. Bowels moved last night 
solution of argentum nitratum applied by = the cal. — jalap _ been repeated, 
means of lint; half a pint of wine daily;/®2d have acted copiously this morning, 
appetite and strength improving. jafter taking some house-physic. Catapl. 

15. Mr. Earle, with difficulty, succeeded | 4p applied to the nape of the neck last 
in introducing a silver catheter, which is | Dight. Ordered to begin with the ammon, 
to be withdrawn in a day or two, and | carb., and mist. camph., and to have the 


an elastic gum one introduced in its place, | ©@tapl!. sinapis repeated to-night. 


A plug is worn in the catheter, and the 
urine evacuated at pleasure. Some still 
passes by the wound. Much improved in 
health and appearance. 

Dec. 18. Since the former date, has been 
taking the sulph. quinine, and the general 
health attended to. The opening in the 
perineum is not quite closed ; a fistulous pas- 


sage remains, through which a small por- 


tion of urine escapes. Various applications 
have been resorted to, such as the lotio cupri, 
lotio argent. nit., and the bals. Peru.; the lat- 
ter is now applied to the wound, The ca- 
theter has been increased gradually in size, 
and is still retained in the bladder. Gene- 
ral health now pretty good, and all going on 
well; though he is unable to leave the hos- 
pital yet. 


FATAL CASE OF PHLEGMONOUS ERYSIPELAS 
OF THE FACE AND SCALP, TREATED BY 
sTiImULantTs ! 


Richard Humphrey, et. 43, a coal porter, 
stoutly made, and a great porter drinker, 
was admitted into Luke’s Ward, Dec. 8, 
with phlegmonous erysipelas of the upper 
part of the face, extending over the fore- 
head. The integuments of the nose and 
eyelids are exceedingly swelled, red, tense, 
and shining in appearance, so that he is un- 
able to open his eyes. The inflammation 
extends upwards over the forehead and 
downwards on the cheeks, the integuments 
of which are also much swelled. States 
that the swelling commenced about six days 
ago, after having felt unwell for a few days 
previously, Tongue brown end dry, skin 
hot, and pulse frequent. Complains of pain 
in the head. Ordered by Mr. Stanley, who 
attended for Mr. Vincent, hot and moist 
flannels to the part, cal. gr. iij. jalap gr. xv. 





10. He became so violently outrageous 
towards yesterday evening, that it was 
necessary to have the strait-waistcoat put 
on, to confine him to-bed. Has been talk- 
ing incoherently, at intervals, during the 
night, yet answers reasonably when ques- 
tioned Calle. and puts out his tongue when 
desired. The catapl. sinapis was applied 
both to the throat, and nape of the neck, 
Two doses of the ammon. carb., and mist, 
camph., have been taken, and it is now 
ordered to be omitted. 

This morning, by Mr. Burnett's direction, 
a blister was applied to the summit of the 
head, and an injection of house-physic 
given, which has acted freely. The bowels 
were not moved before, since yesterday 
morning. Subsequently, the dresser order- 
ed cal. gr. iij., pulv. jacobi. gr. iv. statim su- 
mend. The inflammation has not extended, 
unless slightly backwards. Pulse full and 
quick, Tongue dry. 

Mr. Stanley saw him about mid-day, and 
ordered a blister to be applied to the nape 
of the neck, and the powders to. be con- 
tinued every five or six hours. Continued 
outrageous and struggling till about ten 
minutes before twelve o'clock, P.M., when 
he became suddenly calm, and died at 
twelve. 


Post-mortem Examination at half past Two 
o’ Clock. 


The scalp was excessively thickened, and 
a thin turbid sero-fluid oozed plentifully 
from the surfaces, when divided. Slight 
purulent deposition was discovered over the 
left temple, on cutting into the substance of 
the scalp. The vessels of the dura mater 
were gorged with blood. The arachnoid 
membrane was very opaque, and elevated 
by serous effusion into the cellular texture 
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of the piamater. The substance of the 


brain e vely i The ventricles 
contained a considerable quantity of fluid. 
Mr. Stanley, on examining the abdomen, 
discovered a double hernia on the right side ; 
one sac opened through the external, the 
other through the internal, ring, and the 
epigastric artery ran upwards between them. 
The liver was dark-coloured, and soft. 























































FUNGOID DISEASE—-AMPUTATION OF THE 
ARM. 


Mr. Lloyd, on Saturday last, removed the 
left arm of Edward Sharpe, at the inferior 
third of the humerus. ‘The patient, et. 25, 
a coal porter, was admitted into Henry's 
Ward on the 3ist of October, under the 
care of Mr. Lawrence, with a large slough- 
ing ulcer of, and fungus growing from, the 
forearm. About twelve months previously, 
a small tumour made its appearence on the 
middle of the forearm, which gradually ex- 
tended to an enormous size, and proceeded 
to the state in which it was on admission. 
Two or three pieces of the radius came 
away through the opening, by exfoliation. 
On the 12th of November, Mr. Lawrence 
having mede up his mind that the disease 
was malignant; and being about to leave 
town, requested Mr. Lloyd to remove the 
limb on the following Saturday, should he 
concur in the propriety of the operation. 
The intumescence and inflammation of the 
arm having, in some degree, subsided, and 
the opening having acquired a somewhat 
healthy appearance, Mr. Lloyd got Messrs. 
Vincent, Earle, Stanley,Skey, and Wormald, 
to see it, who all agreed that, at any rate, the 
operation, at that time, ought to be deferred. 
Though, for some time afterwards, the appa- 
rent healing appearance gave some hope of 
saving the limb, yet, of late, decidedly in- 
curable symptoms manifested themselves. 


In pe 

made a single flap of the integuments, con- 
cave on the internal, and convex on the ex- 
ternal aspects of the arm, that the cicatrix 
might not be opposed to the stump of the 
bone. The flap consisted principally of the 
integuments, and he preferred making the 
convex part of the flap on the external sur- 


He left scarcely any muscle to cover the 
bone, objecting to a muscular flap. The 
patient 1s doing well. 





WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL, 





AMPUTATION. 

Curistopner Sraxt, 37 years of age, 
came im 28th Nov., for the purpose of having 
his leg amputated by Mr. White. About a 


FUNGOID DISEASE—OPERAILIONS. 





rforming the operation, Mr. Lloyd} 


face, in consequence of its greater thickness. | 





year ago, he became subject to what is po- 
pularly termed ‘‘ white swelling.” Leeches, 
fomentations, cupping, blisters, &c.. were 
resorted to without effect. Pus was secret- 
ed within the capsule, and an opening was 
made for its exit. The man being of a scro- 
fulous habit, his health gradually declined 
until his admission. "] 

A profuse discharge of offensive matter 
proceeded from the joint, and two sinuses 
extended up the thigh, nearly as far as the 
trochanter major. The probe did not indi- 
cate caries, but the nature of the discharge 
affords strong evidence of its existence. 

On the 6th instant, Mr. White performed 
the operation. ‘The man was placed in the 
usual posture, and a tourniquet was applied 
by Mr. Harding ; the circular incision was 
begun about the middle of the thigh; the 
tirst cut penetrated a sinus, which contained 
about two ounces of matter. On dividing 
the femoral artery, a jet of-blood issued out 
with such force as to go over the operator’s 
shoulder. Sir Anthony Carlisle immediately 
jumped from his seat, and screamed out,— 
‘* The artery is bleeding! the artery is 
bleeding! Stop it, for God’s sake, Mr, 
White, or the man will die under your 
hands! Stop it, or he will bleed to death 
before our eyes!’’ Mr. White, fortunately, 
did not icipate in the alarm of the 
** humble” knight, but, with great coolness, 
j ad hold of the artery with his finger and 

thumb, and immediately secured it, observ- 

ing, ** That there was nothing which a sur- 
geon ought more to be on his guard against 
than sudden panic; indulgence in such a 
weakness (he observed) might lead to se- 
rious consequences, and would certainly in- 
| capacitate every surgeon from the efficient 
| practice of his profession.” The limb being 
edematose, the assistant had mistaken the 
position of the femoral artery, and placed 
the tourniquet on the outside. Dossils of 
| lint were introduced between the flaps, to 
ogy adhesion, and facilitate suppura- 
tion. 

On inspecting the joint, the whole of the 
cartilages were found absorbed, except a 
very small spot on the outer condyle. All 
the articulatory surfaces were in a carious 
state ; the ligaments were very much thick- 
jened, presenting an albuminous appear- 
| ance. 

Dec. 20. The stump appears healthy, but 
the general appearance of the man fore- 
bodes the development of phthisis. 

















Samuel Pickering, wtat. 29, admitted 26th 
| March, 1828, under the care of Dr. John 
Bright. He states, that he has been sub- 
ject to palpitations for the last year, which 
were aggravated by a cold caught on a jour- 
ney in wet weather, about three months 
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ago. He has been bled five times, with| pulse; greatdyspnea and orthopnea ; anx- 


temporary advantage. 
The increased action of the heart is evi- 


jlety ; great pain at the base of the sternum. 
| He was bled, at his own request, to eight 


dent, both to the eye and ear; the impulse ounces, which was attended with immediate 
is felt in all parts of the thorax, and the relief; sleeps in the sitting posture. 


sound so loud, that the contraction of the 
auricles cannot be perceived. The noise 


28. Crassamentum scanty, friable, and 
buffed. Pulse 88, soft, thrilling; some 


and force of each systole are more palpable! dyspnaa and cough; perspires freely ; 


between the 5th and 7th ribs, than at the 


bowels act regularly. Continues the col- 


base of the sternum, or in the clavicular chicum. 


regions. He is fatigued by the slightest 


June 10. The case gradually assumed a 


exertion; feels pain occasionally across more favourable aspect till this day, when 


the chest, and has a troublesome cough 
difficult respiration at night ; lies most 
easily on the left side; when on the right, 


‘the pain, and other untoward symptoms, re- 
appeared. He was bled to ten ounces. 
| 13. Although relieved by the last abstrac- 





the dyspnea is distressing. Pulse 96, full tion of blood, there is great pain in the 
and strong; countenance natural; tongue thorax; dyspnea; bruit de soufflet, dis- 
clean ; bowels costive. To be bled. to 16 tinctly audible without the stethoscope. He 
ounces ; a bolus of calomel and antimony, js incapable of lying down. 

with subsequent aperients; 15 minims of| Bled to twelve ounces. Continues the 





tincture of digitalis, twice a day, in muci- 
lage. 
April 3. Under the use of these medi- 
cines the symptoms, with little variation, 
meliorated, until to-day, when they became 
as violent as ever. Bleeding to ten ounces ; 
a blister to the region of the heart ; and a 
pill, composed of two grains of digitalis, 
three grains of powdered squills, and one 
grain of opium, three times a day. 

April 9. The continued use of the digi- 
talis has produced an effect. Pulse weak, 
irregular, and intermitting ; profuse perspi- 
ration ; nausea; swimming in the head; 
cough relieved. The following mixture pre- 
scribed :— 


Laudanum, twenty-five drops ; 
Aromatic confection, two drachins ; 
Compound tincture of cardamems, four 
drachms ; 
Cinnamon water, six ounces ; 
take a table-spoonful occasionally. 


May 23. He soon recovered from the de- 
pressing effects of digitalis, and resumed its 
use in smaller doses, with no permanent 
change. The man occasionally complained 
of an oppressive sense of debility, but to- 
day the dyspnea has much increased. Each 
impulse of the heart shakes the whole 
body, and its sound may be heard at a vard's 
distance. He has intense pain at the pre- 
cordia. Pulse hard, and bounding ; bled to 
eight ounces ; a blister to the chest, and the 
following medicine. Take of 


Colchicum wine, six drachms ; 

Epsom salts, six drachms ; 

Infusion of senna, eight ounces. Mix. 
Take an ounce thrice a day. 


25. Crassamentum buffed ; serum copious } 
pain relieved ; respiration less laboured ; 
ulse softer. Pill of soap and opium, ten 
grains, at bed time. 
27. Increase of strength, and fulness of 


| colchicum medicine. 

17. Scarcely any relief experienced from 
| the last bleeding. 
| A blister to be applied to the sternum. 
| @6. Great pain of chest and abdomen ; 
impulse more and more forcible. Pulse 100. 
| Venesection to six ounces, Continues 
| the colchicum mixture. 

July 6. Gradually became worse ; occa- 
sional expectoration of blood. This morn- 
ing, five o'clock, on making an effort to 
reach the close-stool, he suddenly lost all 
sense and power of moving. ‘he face be- 
came livid; pupils dilated ; respiration ster- 
torous ; both temporal arteries were imme- 
diately cut. He expired in a few minutes 
after the commencement of the paroxysm. 


Sectio Cadaveris, thirty hours after death. 
The mucous membrane of the larynx was 
rough and thickened ; the trachea and bra- 
;chia of pretty natural appearance, except 
| that the smaller branches of the latter con- 
ltained a few clots of blood, and much in- 
| spissated mucus. The lungs crepitated, 
nearly throughout; they did not become 
collapsed on opening the thorax, and were 
found engorged with bloody serum, which 
| flowed out in great quantity when the lung 
j|wascutinto. The branches of the pulmo- 
jnary artery appeared dilated. The heart 
| was found of enormous size ; at its base, the 
|diameter was six inches, the circumference 
fifteen, and from the tip of the right auricle 
to the apex of the left ventricle, were seven 
inches ; none of the cavities were greatly 
dilated. The walls of the left ventricle 
were, probably, an inch and a half thick ; 
all the valves appeared healthy, except the 
semi-lunar valves of the aorta, which were 
thickened, and puckered up into fringed 
edges. The inner membrane of the arch of 
the aorta was tinged with a deep blush, 
rough, and thickened, and containing nume- 
rous min-ite ossific points ; the area of the 
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vessel was not enlarged. The abdominal 
viscera appeared healthy, except the liver, 
which was of larger than ordinary size. 





BRUISES AND FRACTURES. 


Jacob Burkitt, etac. 45, a mason, ad- 
mitted October 11th, with severe injuries, 
occasioned by the falling of a brick wall. 
There was a wound of the scalp three inches 
long, a little higher than the pinna of the 
left ear ; about a square inch of the tegu- 
ment was detached from its connexion with 
the parietal bone. The left clavicle was 
fractured about its middie, and severe 
bruises existed over the deltoid and pec- 
toral muscles. The 5th and 6th ribs of the 
left side, and the 5th, 6th, and 7th of the 
right were fractured near their angles. The 
ulna was broken about a third of its length 
from the head of the olecranon, A contused 
wound laid bare the external condyle, but 
did not communicate with the joint. Coun- 
tenance pale; pupils contracted; respira- 
tion unequal ; pulse small and weak; ex- 
tremities cold. The wound of the scalp was | 
closed with a suture, and simply dressed ; a 
bandage applied round the body; the frac- 
tured forearm treated in the customary nran- 
ner. One ounce and a half of brandy was 
then given. Six hours after admission, he 
had partially recovered from collapse ; pulse 


FRACTURES,—HERNIA. 








80, moderately full; pain of head and chest. 
Brandy discontinued. An aperient dose | 
administered. V.S. ad §xij. 

Oct. 15, The inflammation which occur- | 
ed in the forearm, was allayed by the appli- | 
cation of leeehes and fomentation. Lhe 
splints are removed,, and the limb remains 
unconfined. 

9, p.m. The greater part of the wound 
in the head having healed by the first inten- 
tion, a puffy erysipelatous tumefaction of the 
entire scalp supervened. Mr. Guthrie made 
three incisions down the cranium. One 
three inches and a half in length in the 
course of the sag.ttal suture, the other two 
at a right angle with the first, and of the 
same length, extending from the corona ca- 
pitis towards the ears. On introducing the | 
finger, a fracture of the left parietal bone , 
was perceptible, About sixteen ounces of | 





occasional aperients and nutritious diet. A 
quantity of pus, which had bagged in the 
common teg t, opposite the transverse 
ridge of the occiput, was let out. 

“8. The patient continues to improve, 
An abscess formed under the clavicular por- 
tion of the great pectoral muscle, which while 
it lasted greatly inconvenienced him, but 
which has now entirely disappeared. He is 
allowed eight ounces of wine daily, and 
food ad libitum both in quantity and kind. 

Dec. 17. Convalescent. ‘he wounds of 
the scalp have healed, and the bones of the 
clavicle and forearm have united without 
deformity. He walks about with the help 
of a staff. 








STRANGULATED HERNIA. 


James Bingley, 50 years old, brought in 
15th October, with a strangulated scrotal 
hernia. The tumour was of extraordinary 
size. The usual symptoms of strangulation 
were present. The mau had had reducible 
hernia for eleven years, which at four o'clock 
in the afternoon preceding his admission, 
descended much larger than usual, and be- 
came excessively painful. Clysters, warm 
baths, bleeding, and the taxis, being of no 
avail. The ‘* author,” assisted by Dowager 
Lynn, determined to enact the operation. 
Before commencing, the operator, by cer- 
tain fidgetty movements, evinced considera- 
ble anxiety, occasioned probably by the re- 


| collection of a previous disastrous case, 


The first cut and the subsequent dissection 
were performed with sufficient precision, 
‘The transparent sac being brought into view, 
was opened, and its contents were seen to 
consist of the transverse arch of the colon, 
and the whole of the inferior omentum. 
the stricture was divided freely, but all 
the efforts of the operator were insufficient 
to return the protruded viscera. ‘The open- 
ing into the abdomen was again and again 
enlarged, so that the operator's three 
fingers, which are none of the thinnest, 
could easily pass into the belly, but as fast 
as one portion was returned another pro- 
truded. The patient had now been fifteen 
minutes on the table ; the omentum was quite 
cold, and the epiploic veins were distended 








blood, and some pus, freely flowed from the | to the utmost. Mr. Guthrie, who complained 
gashes. Calomel and colucynth ; saits and | of the perpetual struggles of the patieat, re- 
senna, | signed, with some slight chagrin, his post to 

17. Considerable discharge of pus. Tu- | his ancient colleague. This Nestor of sur- 
mefactiou of scalp lessened ; hus siept well ;| geons had actively assisted in the operation ; 
the fever has declined. Mr. Guthne again | he carefully examined the situation of parts, 
divided the scalp so as to connect the lon-| and, with considerable dexterity, returned 
gitudinel with the transverse incisions.| knuckle by knuckle into the abdomen, not 
About four ounces of blood trickled away, | withdrawing the pressure of the finger, until 

18. Much relieved by the last incisions.| each succeding portion of intestine was 
Pupils natural; pulse 104. Ordered to| pushed s0 far on as to prevent the regress of 
take sulphate of quinine three times a day,|its predecessor. The operation was com- 
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pleted in the usual manner. On being put 
to bed, an enema of salt and gruel was ad- 
ministered. In the afternoon, pain and ten- 
derness of the abdomen eapervening, he was 
bled to twenty ounces. Under antiphlogis- 
tic treatment, all unpleasant symptoms dis- 
appeared. 
10, Convalescent. 


HOPITAL ST. ANTOINE. 


EXTRA-UTERINE PREGNANCY. 


Avousrine M., etat. 22, of a strong and 
plethoric constitution, had, about a year be- 
fore her admission, miscarried in the seventh 
month of gestation, Since that time she 
had enjoyed pretty good health, and become 
pregnant for a second time. In the fourth 
month she began to complain of pain in the 
loins, and general debility, which appa- 
rently slight symptoms had existed for no 
more than two days, when, on the morning 
of the 15th of October, she awoke with a 
very violent pain over the whole abdomen ; 
she was immediately brought to the Hospi- 
tal and placed under the care of M. Rayer. 
Her countenance was pale, and expressive 
of the greatest anxiety ; the lips were livid ; 
the tongue moist; the abdomen swollen, 
aud very tender on pressure, especially at 
the sides. The os uteri was neither painful 
nor dilated; the uterus was somewhat en- 


readily found, but not the slightest trace of 
the right tube, or of any communication 
with the right tumour, could be discovered. 
It was perfectly separated from the left half 
of the uterus by means of a septum, of about 
an inch in diameter; the iumour itself was 
eleven inches in its transverse, three inches 
in its vertical, and one inch and a half in its 
antero-posterior diameter ; on being opened 
by acrucial incision, it was found to con- 
tain the foetal membranes and the placenta, 
which were somewhat protruded towards 
the rupture. The left fallopian tube was 
healthy, but that of the right side passed 
towards the lower portion of the tumour on 
the right side of the uterus, and was totally 
obliterated. It appears, then, that the foetus 
was developed in a morbid cavity, formed 
in the substance of the uterus, having no 
communication with its cavity, and that the 
case belongs to those of interstitial extra- 
uterine pregnancy, which was first described 
by Maurideau, Schemit, and Albert.—Journ. 
Hebdomad, 


the opening of the left fallopian tube was 
y 





HOTEL DIEU. 





LITHOTOMY. 

N. R., about 50 years of age, had been 
in the habit of evacuating calculi of consider- 
able size with his urine, till within the last 





larged and tender; the pulse was scarcely 
to be felt; the extremities were cold, and} 
the patient had frequent attacks of syn. | 
cope. In the afternoon of the same day, 
the symptoms stijl increased in violence, 
and in the evening she expired, apparently 
with all the signs of internal hemorrhage. 
On examination of the body, nearly two 
pints of fluid blood were founu extravasated 
in the abdominal cavity, and a triangular 
coagulum of considerable size, extending 


ten years, when, this discharge having 
ceased, he had suffered much from dysuria, 
and violent pain in the bladder and glands. 
When examined by M. Dupuytren, a sound 
could scarcely be made to entér the bladder, 
at the neck of which it was arrested by a 
hard substance. A finger introduced into 
the rectum, discovered a solid body of con- 
siderable size, which could also be felt by 
pressing on the hypogastrium, and was 
apparently about two inches in diameter. 





from the small pelvis up to the umbilical 
region, was found covering the lower half 
of the abdominal viscera, and, on a closer | 
inspection, appeared to originate from the | 
uterus, by means of a thick pedicle. This | 
coagulum having been carefully removed, 
a fetus, five inches in length, was discover- 
ed in the left iliac region. The uterus was 
enlarged, and exhibited two tumours, se- 
parated by a longitudinal incision ; that of 
the right side was the largest, and ruptured 
on its upper portion ; between the edges of 
this rupture, the coagulum and umbilical 
cord were inserted. The neck of the uterus 
was about an inch in length, and. slightly 
dilated by a gelatinous matter; a probe 
being introduced from below upwards, en- 
tered the left portion of the uterus, which, 
being opened, was seen lined with the mem- 
brana decidua. This having been removed, 





The patient was almost constantly in pain, 
and obliged to make water every five mi- 
nutes. The operation having been decided 
on, was performed in the following manner: 
—A staff, curved only for about an inch at 
its extremity, was introduced, and carried 
between the stone and the bladder, so that 
its groove could be fe jiby the finger in the 
rectum ; an incision, cfan inch and a half, 
having been made in the perineum, and 
through the sphincters, a bistoury was in- 
serted into the groove of the staff, and 
carried on, so as partially to divide the 
neck of the bladder. ‘Through this opening, 
the double lithotome caché was iatecdeael 
and, by retracting it, the bladder was 
opened transversely to a considerable ex- 
tent. M. Dupuytren then grasped the stone 
with the forceps, and, while an assistant 
forcibly depressed the hypogastrium, tried 





“8 MUTILATION.—BRONCHOCELE. 


to extract it. This, however, after many 
fruitless attempts, he found impossible. The 
patient was therefore removed from the 
table, and put into the warm bath ; a few 
hours afterwards, 24 leeches were applied 
to the hypogastrium, and the warm bath 
was repeated ; in the evening he was bled, 
and placed a third time in the bath. On 
the following morning the pulse was very 
full and strong; there was no shivering, 
any febrile excitement, or pain of the abdo- 
men, but the patieut complained of sick- 
ness, and painin the rectum. On the third 
day the iliac region became painful, the 
nausea continued, the patient was in a state 
of the greatest debility, and complained of 
much pain in the wound. The stone being 
found to have descended a little, a vertical 
incision was made in the bladder by a 
robe-pointed bistoury, and, after several 
ruitless attempts, it was at last extracted. 
It was of an oval form, two inches and a 
quarter in its largest diameter, had an 
even surface, and weighed five ounces and 
36 grains. After the extraction the patient 
complained of great debility, the pulse was 
very small, the countenance pale, &c., and 
he died on the fourth day after the ope- 
ration. 

On examining the parts in question, the 
cellular tissue of the perineum was found 
infiltrated with pus; the bladder, being 
small, thickened, and of a fungoid appear- 
ance, presented some traces of old ulcera- 
tions; the kidneys contained a great num- 
ber of cysts, of the size of a filbert, filled 
with pus and adipocerous matter. 





MUTILATION OF TIE GENITALS. 


F. B., a middle-aged man, having at- 
tempted to destroy himself by amputating 
the penis, was brought into the Hospital. 
The hemorrhage was inconsiderable ; some 
ligatures were applied, aud a catheter hav- 
ing been placed in the urethra, the wound 
was simply dressed. On this occasion M. 
Dupuytren related the case of a man who, 
in an attempt to suicide, having made an 
incision through two-thirds of the root of 
the penis, was placed under his care ; the 
divided parts being kept in close contact by 
sutures, perfect re-union took place, but the 
corpus cavernosum obliterated at one side, 
so that this man, when perfectly cured, 
offered the singular phenomenon of a semi- 
lateral erection. In another case, a litte 
boy, who was almost completely an idiot, 
put a string round the penis; the skin and 
urethra having become gangrenous, an arti- 
ficial opening formed, through which the 
urine passed; the corpora cavernosa had 
become completely obliterated under the li- 
gature, and the root of the penis only was 
capable;of erection —La Clinique. 


BRONCHOCELE. 


Benj. Chavre, a native of Savoy, eight- 
teen years old, of a lymphatic constitution, 
had, from his fifteenth year, when he at- 
tained to puberty, been affected with bron- 
chocele, which soon reached such a size as 
to produce considerable dyspnea, frequent 
attacks of suffocation and hoarseness. Being 
admitted into the Hotel Dieu, the tumour 
was found so large as to occupy the whole 
space between the middle of the neck and 
the clavicles ; it wag formed of two lobes, 
and lifted up by the pulsation of the caro- 
tids ; in its substance, also, an alternating 
enlargement was visible during the arterial 
expansion. The general health of the pa- 
tient not being affected, he was put under a 
course of iodine, of the tincture of which 
he took from six to ten drops daily. ‘The 
tumour gradually subsided, its lobes be- 
came more distinct, the voice more natu- 
ral, and the difficulty of respiration ceased 
altogether. It is worthy of remark, that 
under the use of iodine, the genitals be- 
came, as it were, atrophic, and that erec- 
tions and pollutions to which the patient 
had formerly been very subject, were never 
observed during this time.—La Clinique. 





The Letter from Glasgow in our next. 
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